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Scanned page names (scan-47, scan-49-1, etc.) resulted from 
making several scans then selecting the most legible.  
Names of people found in the books are listed alphabetically at the 
end of these translations. They link to an ancestry.com page for 
that individual. 

Mike Dirksen 
 
 
Translator’s notes: Some sentences are not clear, I took my best 
guess and may be wrong. The handwriting and spelling of some 
secretaries indicates their German is not as solid as that of others, 
and their handwriting is hard to decipher. Words which I was 
unable to decipher without a doubt, are marked like this: “ (?)” 
after the word. 

Gerda Dinwiddie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of the hand written German church reports are not dated. 
Contextual clues have been used to estimate their chronological 
order. Digital images of all pages of both books, in their 
sequential order, are available at dakotadirksens.com.

https://http://www.dakotadirksens.com/
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BEGINNING OF BOOK ONE 
 

*1919 (scan 47) In the course of the year the Lord richly blessed 
our church in adding a nice number of souls. 24 were accepted in 
our church through letter of other parishes, and 5 through baptism 
and ballot, and one member died. In the beginning of the year we 
had 78 members and at the end were 106 members. Also, there 
were no obstructions to holding our quarter-year meetings where 
we did the washing of the feet and the Holy supper. The preachers 
Boetticher of Mo. Shaw, Grauper (?), Miller, and Schmidt visited 
us during the year and serve with the Word. The church 
committee met only twice and deliberated about various important 
points. C.C. Duerksen 
 
*1920 (scan 49-1) Report of the church secretary from the year 
1920. This past year has been for the most part for us as a church 
here at Shafter a blessed one, in that so many souls have joined. A 
few also moved away, some died, and one has been excluded. In 
the course of the year 15 preachers visited us, who richly 
expounded the word of God. On May 9 our church was 
inaugurated, and on Nov. 9 was S. school convention and on Dec. 
25 a new convention took place on behalf of the youth. In the 
beginning of the year 1920 there were 106 members. Added 
through baptism 1 member, Through letters 2 members, Through 
vote 2 members, Let go through letters 5 members, Excluded 1 
members, Died 3 members. Thus we have 148 members at the 
end of the year. C. C. Duerksen 
 
*1921/1/9 (scan 20) Jan 9, 1921 A conference of brothers 
consisting of the church directorate and several specially called 
brothers took place in the church school building at 7:30 PM. 
Brother Jacob Thomas was called as director and C. C. Neufeld 
as secretary. Brother Heinrich Heinrichs felt bound and wished to 
become free. He said he had been brandished of heresy as a 
teacher from the pulpit and wanted to know which heresies he 
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had taught. Brother Johan Voth, “Deacon”, said it concerned 
questions of the creation. Brother H. Heinrichs said that is true. 
Brother Voth said then Brother Heinrichs had said that water had 
already been there when the Lord began to create. Brother 
Heinrichs then said that a doctor near Lodi had also had this 
thought; further, the Lord had not placed the plants and trees in a 
single moment. Brother Daniel Voth then asked if Adam and Eve 
had not enjoyed fruit the next day, and if so, then the trees must 
then have been ready with fruit. 
 
*1921/1/9 continued (scan 22-1) Brother Peter Buller said that 
Brother Heinrichs also did not believe that sun, moon, and stars 
were created in one day. Brother Heinrichs said Sister White had 
written that there had been lights already before the Lord on the 
fourth day created lights. It was then contemplated by the director 
and supported by several members that it would not be possible to 
convict Brother Heinrichs. Brother Heinrichs then wanted to know 
if he was unworthy to be S.S. (Sabbath School) teacher. Brother 
Buller, students don’t want Brother Heinrichs as teacher any 
more. 2nd, he had not given the tenths (tithe) though once, but 
since then not again. Brother Heinrichs, I thought the students 
were pleased with me; we had a good time together. 2nd, I have 
given tithe and want to continue to come. Brother Thomas: 
Brother Heinrichs believes; 1. Water was already there before the 
Lord began to create. 2. Plants were not immediately ready when 
the Lord created 3. Christ went into the most Holy when he went 
toward Heaven. Brother Buller: Brother Heinrichs does not 
believe that they became guardians/huts (?) or that the first section 
is in heaven. 
 
*1921/1/9 continued (scan 22-2) Brother Heinrichs then made 
harsh accusations about Brother Buller on account of the school 
management director. Brother Heinrichs and Brother C. C. 
Duerksen reconciled on account of the misunderstanding with 
the construction of the school. Brother Heinrichs, if I cannot be 



 5 

Sabbath School teacher then I also cannot be a church member. 
Without any decision then Brother Heinrichs was asked to let go 
of his demand and to go ahead, and the deliberation was 
adjourned as Brother Thomas and Brother Buller prayed. C. C. 
Duerksen 
 
*1922/12 (scan 49-2) The report of the church secretary of the 
year 1922. This past year has been to a great extent for us all as a 
church here at Shafter a blessed year, in that the Lord very often 
came close to us, and our hearts, which by nature are so hard, 
softened. The Lord worked especially in the hearts of the youth, 
when Brother David Voth visited us from March 23 – 26, and 44 
young souls committed to the Lord. 19 souls were admitted 
through letters here from other parishes and 7 through ballot, 
discharged through letters 14. In the course of the year 20 
preachers visited us who brought the word of God to us mightily. 
Also, nothing hindered us from holding our quarterly meetings at 
the appointed times. The church committee has only gotten 
together once in order to have deliberations. At the end, we find 
the numbers have risen to 198. Mrs. D. D. Walde 
 
*1923/12 (scan 51) The report of the community secretary 1923. 
In the past year, we enjoyed many a blessing, also, in that souls 
were added, namely 9 souls were added through letters and 3 
souls through baptism and 2 through ballot, thus 14 souls all 
together. However, have let go 7 souls, namely through letters. 
We had 202 members in the beginning of the year and at the end 
209 members. Also, regularly had quarter-year meetings where 
we also celebrated the washing of the feet and the holy supper. 
The church committee got together only 3 time because of 
various things. May the Lord bless us, that in the coming year 
more souls will be added, and that we might have a true desire to 
work for others. John J. Dirksen 
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*1924/1 (scan 36) January 1924 On said evening the committee 
was together and revised the church book and organized the 
names, the members of their church in accordance with their 
presences, and besides, it was decided that they all should be 
written in German into fresh registers, and besides that, those who 
were no longer present should be eliminated. A variety of things 
were being discussed about what to do with them. Agreed then to 
write to people involved; several people took on the task to write 
to them in order to find out how their position in the church was. 
Secretary C Heinrich 
 
*1924/6/12 (scan 38-1) On June 12, 1924 the church committee 
got together which had been called by elder P. J. Buller. The 
committee was presented with a deeply saddening case as Brother 
P. J. Buller wished to take his leave of his service as elder. The 
committee took on this case in deep sorrow. It was suggested and 
agreed that we, the church committee should accept elder P. J. 
Buller’s decision. As brother Neef was present and was the head 
it was also decided and agreed that this committee would elect 
another brother as elder and introduce him to the church in place 
of Brother Buller which was accepted by all. The following 
Brothers were elected: Isaac Heinrich; Jacob Thomas; C. C. 
Duerksen; P. J. Buller; Abraham Peters; C. Heinrich Schwab (?) 
 
*1924/6/12 (scan 40-1, 2nd part) 1924 June 12. On said date we 
had gathered as a church committee by order of the Sabbath 
School in order to place the officials for the Sabbath School, and 
came to agree that Brother C. C. Duerksen should stay as head, 
and A. L. Toews as assistant. For Sabbath School secretary, John 
Thom, Peter Richert as assistant secretary. For the children’s 
section, Sister Peter Wall were employed. Sister David Strauss 
was suggested for the Kindergarten, for the Missions Head C. C. 
Neufeld as assistant Brother D. D. Walde, and as secretary C. J. 
Thomas. As assistant Sister Ludwig Meyer, for the youth club 
Brother C. J. Thomas as head, as assistant D. D. Voth, as 
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secretary Lydia Werner as assistant Leona Neufeld. Secretary C. 
Heinrichs 
 
*1924/6/19 (scan 38-2) June 19, 1924 On said Evening we had a 
gathering for the entire parish. As Brother Peter Buller had handed 
in his petition to leave to the committee and the committee had, 
deeply saddened, accepted it with the condition that the church 
committee would hand it to the community and, if the community 
accepted it and would see it as good, which they did that same 
evening. Upon this, the church committee, through the elder Neef, 
who had been invited by the committee, would suggest another 
elder who would be carefully chosen by an election committee. 
But as the election committee suggested two brothers to choose 
from who were both agreed upon, elder Neef then presented these 
to the community. 
 
*1924/6/19 continued (scan 40-1, 1st part) The community voted, 
and in one voice accepted. Namely, the following Brothers Jacob 
Thomas and C. C. Neufeld. The election was done on slips of 
paper, and Brother Jacob Thomas was elected with 75 slips of 
paper. The end was concluded by Brother Neef with prayer. 
Secretary Isaac Heinrichs.  
 
*1924/12 (scan 40-2) The appointing committee had gathered in 
order to bring out the church officers, also had the privilege to 
have Br Grauer ( ? )  in our midst which was a good help for us. 
The work was begun with serious prayer. The church officers 
brought out for the following: Br Jacob Thomas and Br C. C. 
Duerksen as elders. Br Johann Voth and Br Abraham Peters (?) as 
deacons. Br Aron Neufeld as treasurer, Br Jacob Ratzlaff a church 
secretary. Br D. D. Walde as Librarian. Officers of the Sabbath 
School Br A. B. Thom as spokesman, Schrift/Schwester (?) Jacob 
Richert as director of the large children’s section, but if Jacob 
Richard will be too unfamiliar with what was explained, then 
Sister (?) 
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Anna Strauss will be added and Schreck (?) Peter Richert for the small 
children. Br Edward Dirksen was introduced as Sabbath School 
secretary and Sister Heinze as secretary aid. For the Missions Club D. 
D. Voth as president and Br Julius Knittel 

*1924/12 continued-1 (scan 42-1) as aid to the Missions Club. 
Sister (?) D. D. Walde (?) as Missions secretary and sister Anna 
Wall as secretary aid. For the youth club Sister (?) Anna Strauss 
(?) was introduced, as aid Carl Heinrichs. Br Gustav Tisch as 
secretary, as secretary of the youth club, as secretary aide Viola 
Duerksen. Song leader for the Sabbath school John Tom. For the 
meetings Br Epp and Duerksen for introducing the service 
sermons. B. Dietrich Epp as song leader for missions meeting. 
Brother Jacob Richert song leader youth club. Ushers Br Willard 
Neumann and Br Wilhelm Neumann were appointed as door 
keepers. Br Jacob Richert was appointed as leader for the parent – 
teacher meetings. Piano player for the Sabbath school Sister 
Bertha Loewen. For meetings or church service and sermon Sister 
Anna Strauss for the youth club Hulda Voth. Secretary I. 
Heinrichs. 
 
*1924/12 continued-2 (scan 42-2) Yearly report. As we have 
experienced a year of the world’s history and begun a new year 
and are looking back, so as a community let us thank the dear God 
for His love and that He kept us safe and that we had no deaths or 
serious illnesses. He gave us nourishment and clothing, visited us 
through the shepherds of peace, who reported how God in His 
love lets the salvation be proclaimed in Jesus. We were visited by 
Bro. Christian who told us how we are making progress with the 
message in Europe, in Africa, among the various peoples. Bro. 
Schubert visited us, and he told us also of the blessings in 
Germany and numerous other parts of Europe. Br Neef visited us 
several times, also Br Grauer (?), and Br Voth, Brother Wenler (?) 
and numerous others whose names I don’t recall. We were allowed 
to accept 14 souls into our parish, 7 souls with Wohl (baptism), 
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and 7 by letter, 4 left by letter. The church committee was 
different, sometimes at here, sometimes there, in order to 
*1924/12 continued-3 (scan 44 -1) take into account different 
cases. Were also richly blessed in that with the changing year we 
were also able to have the change of offices take place in peace 
and quiet. May the dear God and through His Spirit reign and 
guide, so that we may hold Jesus’ banner high in peace and 
harmony. This is my departing wish for the parish. Heinrich 
Heinrichs Secretary 
 
*1925/6 (scan 54-1, 1st part) 1925 June opened by prayer. The 
church committee got together at this time and decided that 
personal work should be done for various members of the parish. 
This the second time on account of Brother Arthur Oblander 
should be given a month’s time to reply in a letter or in person, 
but he did not follow through with this. 
 
*1925/10/17 (scan 54-1, 2nd part) Opened by prayer on this 
evening, the entire church committee was gathered and decided to 
write almost 20 letters to such church members who have not been 
here for quite a while. 
 
*1925/12/20 (scan 54-1, 3rd part) Church committee was 
opened with prayer by Brother Ritter. It was decided to build on 
to the school, that every capable one should give a dollar. It was 
decided that John Epp should explain himself in front of the 
community 
 
*1925/12/20 continued (scan 54-2) Others were also named, 
which the eldest listed/read (?) Sarne (?) Ebel (?) even before 
named wants to be excluded* Jared (?) / Dusy (?). So far, no 
reply from those who have already been absent for quite a while. 
It was decided by vote that the church secretary, this one (of 
which there are about 30), should not report at the church 
conference. 
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*1925/12/31 (scan 56) Report of the German Church for the year 
1925 The year began with 211 members. The Lord has been good 
to us, Brother Haw has an awakening, held meetings for the youth, 
and all who came well remember the time when Brother 
Bear/Beam (?) was here, we baptism class took place for some 
time, through baptism 16 souls were admitted. altogether 22 
through baptism, 15 Letter, 2 Vote, 16 Letter to let go, 1 dead, 1 
excluded. Of 232, 21 not counted. So 210 total. Secretary J. H. 
Ratzlaff 
 
*1926/12/25 (scan 44-2) Quarter-Year Report Dec. 25. 1926 At 
7 o’clock at night we gathered in the church with the elder 
Herman Neumann as chairman. The renewal committee under the 
leadership of Prof. Julius Knittel had the report ready and the 
secretary Johann J. Dirksen read it out loud. Decided to accept it 
and look at it in detail. The persons mentioned were all selected 
by community, except that Brother J. Thomas was only to take D. 
D. Voth’s position in case he would not return from Glendale and 
C. Ebel was elected as secretary in place of Sister Adolf Knittel, 
and as leader of the parent’s teacher Werft (?) it was decided to 
appoint someone from the English community instead of C. C. 
Neufeld. Secretary C. C. Neufeld. 
 
*1926/12/31 (scan 59-2) Yearly report from Dec. 31, 1926 
Again, a year has disappeared into eternity. Many far-reaching 
decisions have been made. Many serious admonitions and also 
spirited encouragements were sent to us by the Lord through his 
servants; among these are the following, elder Grauer, Neef, Hawe 
(?) Parker Blunden (?) Ford, Wall, Idore (?) Gaede (?) Wolf 
Gaehnergardt / Hachnergardt (?), Fuldon, Ruble, Neumann. 
Eleven souls were added to the church through baptism. These are 
the following: Uriah Miller (?). Leona Buller, Eveline C. 
Duerksen, Rachel J. Dirksen. Geraldine Richert, Helen G. 
Duerksen Hulda/Hilda (?) Neumann, Elise Mayer, Ethel Suckut, 
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Mabel Suckut (?), Benny Voth. Also, five members were let go 
from the parish. Financially this was not an easy year, and yet a lot 
was accomplished. The church lost Leona Neufeld through death 
(also Justina Dirksen). A large number 
 
*1926/12/31 continued (scan 60) of members have been 
transferred to other parishes by moving away. Our membership 
number stands at 215. Many times the church committee went 
through the membership list name by name. Many serious 
thoughts were thought or expressed, but many were only 
thought. Many a member received a visit, and many more 
should have gotten a visit. The opportunity never occurs again; 
when there is another one, then it is a new one. But let us do 
good things and not tire, for in good time we will reap harvest 
without end. Secretary C. C. Neufeld 
 
*1927/1/28 (scan 64-1) On the 28th Of Jan. the church 
committee met, as br. C. C. Dirksen felt that he was not the man to 
be a deacon. After discussing this back and forth, on Brother had 
the idea we should draw lots; 2 pieces of paper were taken, on one 
his name was written, and the other one was blank. He drew and 
got the white one; thus, he was free, but now the question was, 
now what? Again it was thought to be good to draw lots; 2 
brothers were suggested, Brother A. Peters and Brother J. Baerg; 
the lot fell to Brother Baerg; now it was to be presented to the 
community, but the next day Brother Dirksen went to the elder 
and said that he had had no rest, he had promised the Lord always 
to be willing and to help. Thus Brother Shaw visited us on the 4th 
of March, and as the new officer (female) was not confirmed yet, 
that action was done right away. Brother J. Voth as second elder, 
Brother C. C. Dirksen deacon, for the English ones Brother 
Loewen elder, Brother Stowo (?), deacon. At first it was presented 
to the community by Brother Dirksen, and it was suggested and 
supported that he should serve as deacon. It was a glorious day; 
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heard many good things; may it be a credit to our beatitude. Mrs. 
D. D. Walde.  

 
 

BEGINNING OF BOOK TWO 
 
*1927/1 (scan 02) Church Committee Meeting. On 7:30 PM 
Elder C. C. Duerksen opened the meeting. Br Jacob Thomas 
prayed. It was decided that Elder Julius Knittel and D. D. Voth 
should be in charge of the prayer week with the youth. The 
reading of the lectures in the senior division was assigned to the 
following people: Sat. Jacob Thomas. Son. A. C. Neufeld, Mon. 
J. J. Buller, Tue. C. C. Neufeld, Wed. Jacob Richert, Th. Jacob 
Baerg, Fr. Julius Knittel, Sat. C.C. Duerksen. Then we went 
through the church list. Many feeling went through our heads, and 
many decisions were made in order to help those in need. At the 
end, the 144,000 were taken into consideration, but no decision 
made, if they should only be collected from the living, or if also 
still some belonged to those who died under the 
message*.Secretary C. C. Neufeld 
 
*1927/1 continued (scan 03) Church Committee At 5:30 PM 
the church committee met in the back room of the church and 
Elder C. C. Duerksen suggested that we should elect one of the 
conference brothers as chairman. Elder Wheler (?) was elected 
unanimously, Elder Mattesen (?) as secretary. Elder E. L. Neff 
made the introduction, and brought the situation to our attention. 
He said that this object had been developing for years and had 
now gotten to the point that something had to be done. The 
opposing positions of Sr. J. J. Buller and D. D. Voth was then 
brought before us and everything that had developed with this, 
even the different viewpoints about the 144,000 still played a role 
here. But it became clear to all of us that the hard feelings 
between Brother Buller and D. D. Voth were at the root of the 
whole thing. The spirit of God came into our midst, and a 
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grateful, remorseful spirit took place which . (?) and a heartfelt 
reconciliation followed. Secretary C. C. Neufeld 
 
*1927/1/15 (scan 04) Church Committee. At 2:30 PM the 
church committee met in order to elect the renewal committee. 
Elder C. C. Duerksen opened the meeting, and C. C. Neufeld 
led the prayer. We agreed that we immediately wrote 12 
names on the wallboard and of these would elect 7. The 
following people then were elected: Chairman: Franck Richert, 
Sen. Daniel Voth. Abr. Zacharias Ezra Schneider John (?) 
Thom Wm Johnson Wm Suckut 
 
*1927/2/6 (scan 08) Church committee met the 6th of Feb. in 
order to deal with several matters. First, it was decided that Esther 
Loewen should be let go as she had joined a different parish. It 
was decided that Elbert Buller should be getting more visits, and 
also David Buller, And thus also Brother John Voth should get 
visits and be encouraged. -Brother Knittle should talk with 
Elisabeth Straus. It was also decided that Sister David Straus and 
Sister W. Neumann should speak once more with Rachel Weitz. 
Brother Buller and Brother F. Richert should visit Isaac Weitz. 
Brother J. J. Dirksen should find out what could be done with Oto 
and Theodore Heinrichs. It was also decided that Brother Knittle 
should go out with his pupils and distribute tracts. J. J. Dirksen 
Secretary. 
 
*1927/12/31 (scan 06) Year’s report end of Dec. 31, 1927 The 
Shafter Parish, according to the report in the book was founded on 
the 11th of January 1915 (?) with fifteen members, thus twelve 
years ago. It now has 234 members. Altogether once 322 members 
were on the list. Altogether during these twelve years, according to 
the statistics, six dear souls have been taken from this church 
through death. Several became discouraged in the battle, and we 
are sorry about them. Others, and these are quite a few, have been 
transferred to other regions and are serving there as much as they 
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can; this is especially the case with our young people. The reports 
which come from the school directors (?) about our young people 
are generally quite pleasing. Also, we have often had preacher 
visits, and there was no lack of serious sermons. The marvelous 
awakening . (?) 
 
*1927/12/31 continued (scan 07) in Bakersfield, led by Elder 
Richards and a song by D. Clanter (?) will undoubtedly stay in 
my memory for a long time. Twenty seven souls were added 
during this time alone. It is astounding to watch how the spirit of 
self-sacrifice makes itself know. Our officers also used a lot of 
time, money, and effort in order to build up the work. Many a hot 
prayer has been sent up to God for precious souls who either 
needed to be awoken, or saved, or who were in danger to lose 
their bearings. May the Lord lend special grace to the new 
officers in order to continue the good work. D. D. Neufeld 
Secretary 
 
*1927/12/31 continued-1 (scan 05) Officers of the Church for 
1928. 1. Elder P. J. Buller Youth Club 2. Elder Franz Richert 
Chairman D. D. Voth. 3. Elder Julius Knittel Church chairman J. 
C. Voth Sister Bertha Unruh 1. Deacon Johann Voth Church 
Sister Ethel Suckut 2. Deacon C. C. Duerksen Musician Hulda 
Voth. 3. Deacon Carl Heinrichs Song leader A. B. Toews, also 
choir. 4. Deacon A. B. Toews Assistant leader Heinrich Duerksen 
S. S. musician Bertha Unruh. 1. Deacon Sister John Voth General 
(?) . (?) musician Hulda Voth 2. Deacon D. Strauss Primary 
Department 3. Deacon W. Epp Leader Sister K. Heinze 4. 
Deacon Ab. Peter Church leader Sister K. Ebel S. S. officers 
Kindergarten Director Johann Thom Leader Sister John Epp 
Assistant Sister W. Neumann Assistant leader Sister Hulda 
Neumann Secretary. Sister Jacob Richert Church father Brother 
Thom Assist. secretary. Sis. David Strauss Usher A. W. 
Zacharias .isfior (?) Werfein (?)Usher A. D. Toews Director C. 
C. Neufeld Door watchman W. Neumann Assistant director W. 
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Johnson Assistant secretary Carl Spade Song leader (?) Jacob 
Richert Musician Sister J. Richert. Secretary Gustav Tisch. 
 
*1928/12/19 (scan 12-1) Br Jacob Berg and C. C. Duerksen for 
Thursday, Br Johan Duerksen and Isaac Heinrichs for Friday, and 
Br Buller for Sabbath the last. On Sabbath the 19th of December, 
the church committee met in order to renew the nominations 
committee. It was opened with a prayer by Br Johan Voth and Br 
Wm Suckut (?). The following brothers were taken into 
consideration: Johan J Dirksen They all were accepted in one 
voice Theodore Hoeger Ezra Schneider Carl (?) (Carl?) 
Heinrichs Jacob Voth Secretary Isaac Heinrichs Wm Epp 
Gerhard Duerksen The following officers were appointed by the 
committee for the parish: Peter J Buller, Elder Wm Suckut, 
Elder Johan Voth, Deacon David Rub, Deacon C. C. Dirksen, 
Deacon Jacob Ratzlaff, Deacon Sister Wm Suckut, Deacon 
Sister David Rub, Deacon Sister Jacob Baerg, Deacon Sister 
Wm Neumann, Deacon 
 
*1928/12/19 (scan 12-2) Br Jacob Thomas Treasurer Br Jacob 
Richert Head for the home (?) mission Sister Jacob Richert 
Church secretary Sister Irene Neumann Pianist for the gathering 
Br Clarence Trubey as leader for the gathering Sister Katharina 
Heinze as leader for the mission gathering Sister Peter Wall (?) 
as secretary of the above Br Carl J. Heinrichs Sabbath school 
head Br C. C. Duerksen as assistant Sister Johan Thom as 
Sabbath school secretary Sister Carl Heinrich as assistant Sister 
Hulda Voth Pianist for the Sabbath school Br Jacob Richet Song 
leader for the ““ Sister Marie Epp as leader for the Primary 
section Sister Irene Neumann as leader in the Kindergarten Sister 
Gideon Richert leader mission gathering meeting Br Ruben 
Heinrichs as assistant Sister Helen Dirksen as secretary for this 
club Sister Laura (?) Dirksen as assistant Sister Irene Neumann 
as secretary for this club Director Br Trubey Usher Theodor 
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Hoeger Willard Neumann. Everything was accepted with one 
voice. Secretary Isaac Heinrich. 
 
*1931/1/4 (scan 09-2) On 4/7 (?) January was a double church 
committee, English and German church met in the school building 
in order to appoint the school officers. Appointed were Brother P. 
J. Buller, Brother C. C. Duerksen, Brother Jacob Berg and A. C. 
Neufeld for the German parish. Isaac Heinrich On the Sabbath, 
March 28, the church committee got together in order to shed light 
on various matters. The first was on account of Br Carl Neumann, 
who is our Sabbath chairman, in order to bring a plan for the 
Sabbath school, and C.C. Dirksen was suggested in his place. 
Also, a suggestion was made that Sister Rachel Kemb (?) should 
be appointed as assistant secretary instead of Sister Alma 
Neumann who is currently assistant secretary. It was told by P. J. 
Buller that Br Steinborn wishes to become a member in the parish, 
and it was decided to introduce him to the community. There was 
also discussion about Elder Br Ratzlaff to make his . (?), and the 
decision was made to give it up completely. It was also decided 
to give Br Johann Voth for his work of keeping the church and 
trees and yard clean, and for watering, generally $16 per month. 
 
*1931/9/17 (scan 10-1) On Sept 1931, on said evening, a church 
committee was meeting in order to lay down a plan for harvest 
collection, how it was to be distributed and the work or the . (?) to 
be gathered. A suggestion was made that the goal of the church 
should be $700, and that the committee, in order to begin with, 
should set the goal at $150. It became a case or a speech (?) from 
it, that Br D D Voth made potatoes to be sold on the Sabbath, and 
other speeches (?) were expressed, which he made and which were 
being taken into consideration, and got to the conclusion that Br D 
D Voth should come before the committee and explain what he 
wants to do with all his talk, if he would make it good and ask the 
church to forgive him. It was accepted in one voice. The 
secretary Sept 17, 1931, on said evening the church committee 
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got together in order to continue the work with D D Voth. It was 
begun with Prayer. Brother D D Voth was given the opportunity to 
explain himself in the matters mentioned, and after all 
negotiations, it came to the conclusion that Br D D Voth gave in in 
various matters and finally calmed down about everything and 
promised to bow before the community and ask forgiveness. and 
we all parted with grateful hearts. The secretary 
 
*1931/9/21 (scan 10-2) Sept 21, 1931 On said evening the 
church committee got together and held a council about what to do 
about Br D. D. Voth and came to the conclusion that he should be 
given another two weeks of time to make his situation right as 
with the reading of the letter out loud in the Sabbath school and 
the expression of selling potatoes on the Sabbath, and instead of 
making his things right, he glorifies it and says that he poured oil 
on the fire and did not ask forgiveness; and as I was not able to 
compose this report as I as secretary would like to, so this version 
was accepted with the condition that I would be allowed to use 
more words. I read this version to the committee, and it was 
accepted by the committee in one voice. Secretary The following 
is the further explanation If your brother is sinning against you 
then go and show him his wrongdoing; if he does not listen to you, 
take a few brothers with you, so that every word that you have 
spoken will be witnessed by two or three witnesses. If he does not 
want to hear these brothers then bring it in front of the community. 
Thus it happened with Br D. D. Voth. – There were witnesses that 
he had sinned against certain persons. He raged against e few 
committee brothers, accusing them nastily and belittled them. 
 
*1931/9/21 (scan 11-1) Tough and terrible expressions about the 
head of the church were made, various church members were 
influenced, so that a cold, a mean root developed, disharmony 
spread, sharp truths were ridiculed and made inane. As he wrote a 
letter in the name of the school officials to the highest officers in 
the court (?) in Washington D. C. and received a reply that was to 
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be read to the school officials and, without taking council, did read 
it out loud in the Sabbath school, and later said it was a personal 
letter. He brought up an untrue potato story and made a big fuss 
about it and spread it around, and not enough of that, he spurted it 
out during the sermon, that the head of the church had sold the 
Sabbath, though none of that is true. Made promises to the school 
and church and doesn’t keep them, denies it even. Took on debts 
here and there and does not show up to pay the debts, asks for 
more time, lets everything run its course and walks about straight. 
When he had to account for his behavior in front of the church 
committee he promised to meet and admit his proven guilt and 
then to ask forgiveness. Instead of that he justifies what he did. 
Though he was sorry that he 
 
*1931/10/10 (scan 11-2) had started a fire and then poured oil on 
it. There was no sense of true remorse and repentance or a 
thorough asking of forgiveness. The church committee found it 
was forced to meet a third time to look at the matter from all 
sides, shed light on the witness reports with the help of the word 
of God, and a conclusion was derived at in one voice and 
accepted to bring in front of the community that Br Voth was to 
be given another two weeks, and if he would not give a 
satisfactory commitment and ask forgiveness in front of the 
community then he should no longer be regarded as a member of 
the parish. Oct 10, 1931. On this Sabbath the above version was 
read to the community, and Br A. C. Neufeld made a suggestion 
that we give Br D. D. Voth two weeks in order to make his 
situation good, and it was supported by several people and 
accepted by the community. On the 5th of Dec the church 
committee met in order to designate the readers for the prayer 
lectures, and it was begun and introduced with prayer by Br 
Suckut and Br C. C. Dirksen. Br Broekel was assigned for the 
first lecture, Br P. J. Buller for Sunday, Br A. C. Neufeld for 
Monday, Br Jacob Thomas for Tuesday, Br Jacob Richert for 
Wednesday, 
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*1931/12/30 (scan 13-1) Officers for the church for 1932 1. 
Elder P. J. Buller Youth club 2. Elder Wm Suckut (?)Director: 
Sister Albert Buller Treasurer Thomas Assistant Rubin Heinrich 
1. Deacon Johan Voth Secretary Sister Helene Duerksen 2. J. J./I. 
I. (?) Dirksen Assistant secretary Br Elmer Isaac 3. David Rub 
Musician Irene Neumann 4. Jacob Ratzlaff Song leader C. O. 
Trubey Secretary Sister Sarah Ricard General . (?) 1. Deacon 
Sister Wm Suckut Musician Elizabeth Epp 2 Deacon Sister Jakob 
Baerg Song leader C. O. Trubey 3 Deacon Sister David Rub 4. 
Deacon Sister Wm Neumann S. S. officer Primary Dept. 1. 
director Carl Heinrich Leader Irene Neumann 2. director C.C. 
Duerksen Assistant Elizabeth Epp Secretary Sister Yohan Thom. 
Kindergarten Assistant Carl Heinrich Leader Marie Epp Mission 
Club Assistant leader Director Jakob Baerg Secretary Sister John 
Scharpansky Assistant Church director Jacob Ratzlaff Secretary 
Sister Peter Wall Ushers 1. Willard Neumann Assistant Sister 
David Strauss 2. Theodore Hoeger Tabea (Dorcas) society 
 
*1932/3/31 (scan 13-2) 1932 On the 2nd of Jan. the church 
committee met. On the 4th of Jan. the committee met in the school 
house in order to deal with the work in the church. On the 5th of 
Jan. we met as a double church committee English and German 
community in the school house in order to designate the school 
officers. Brother P. J. Buller, Brother C. C. Duerksen, Brother 
Ezra Schneider and Brother David Rub from the German parish. 
1932 On the 31st of March in the evening the church  committee 
met in the church in order to discuss church matters. Brother 
Buller was chairman, the question about Willie Rehn was brought 
up first, it was seen as good that the following four brothers would 
attend to this matter: Brother John Voth “ C C. Duerksen 
“ Jacob Berg “ P. (?) P. Buller. Secondly, it was decided (?) that 
Sister David Rub should serve as secretary of the home 
department. It was deliberated how the work was to be done 
during the great week. Some (?) … (?) of the members who lead 
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an indifferent life, were mentioned, also those were talked about 
who lived somewhere else and who rarely came here to the 
meeting, and the letting go of these. 
 
*1932-10/1 (scan 14-1) Year 1932 On the 1st of October the 
church committee was called together by the elder and begun with 
prayer. The following things were mentioned: The time for the 
fall meeting had come, thus it was deliberated how this work best 
could be handled. It was decided that we should buy a different 
clock. Then it was presented to the committee how to best take 
care of this matter, so that Br D. D. Voth would be more diligent. 
He was supposed to show so much interest and … (?) and 
discussed how the matter with the school management (?). They 
were also already willing to give him half the amount of money 
for the school. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert 
 
*1932-12/6 (scan 14-2) Year 1932 On the 6th of December at 7 
O’clock in the evening the church committee had gathered in 
order to take on a few church matters. Br Buller was chair, Elder 
John Isaac asked the Lord … (?) for enlightenment and wisdom. 
At first the allotment of the prayer reading. After many matters 
had been discussed it was decided to name a few of these and 
bring them in front of the church with the warning that here in 
these points we are truly in danger of denying the parish. These 
things are: The use of tobacco. To go to the theatre (picture 
shows), to honor the Sabbath, (for example with trucking), to keep 
company with society of the world, and of the use of strong drink. 
The church committee wishes that if someone acts in these points, 
that person should make it known publicly. What privilege do we 
not have to now correct our faults rather than to wait until it is 
forever too late if we don’t live here in such a way that we persist 
in the parish, how shall we one day persist in front of God’s 
judgment. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert. 
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*1932/12/13 (scan 09-1) Church Committee Meeting the 13 Oct. 
The Church Committee met because of C. C. Neufeld. It had 
turned out that he had used tobacco, and after good negotiations it 
was decided that he should resign from the office of missions 
director. But he admitted that it was not right and said he wanted 
to quit, and it was also said that nobody wanted to push him away, 
but wanted to pray for him and he should continue in the church as 
always. J. J. Dirksen, secretary Dec 17 1932 Members of the 
nominations committee as follows. Chairmen John Spreck Sister 
David Rub Ezra Schneider Sister Kirchweihs (?) J. J. Duerksen 
Sister Jekel Hery (?) J. J. Voth David Buller John Voth 
 
*1932/12/31 (scan 17) Yearly report ends on the 31st of Dec. 
1932 In the previous reports the Shafter German Church was 
founded on the 1st of Jan. in 1915 with 15 members, thus 17 
years ago; it now counts 220 members. In past times it sometimes 
counted even more members. After the election of the new 
officers was taken care of, after the 2nd of Jan. the annual 
business meeting took place; this is always an unpleasant 
meeting, for there the scripts (?) were read which showed (?) 
what had been done during the year in the parish. All church 
matters were seriously looked at by the committee and then 
presented to the parish. The Lord’s Supper was held 4 times. 
There was no lack of serious meetings. Besides Br Brueckel (?) 
we were still visited by 24 other workers. The prayer meeting on 
Wednesday evening was most of the time held; souls who were 
discouraged were worked with. 3 were added to the church 
through baptism, and 5 were admitted through letter, 7 through 
letters of the church and two of those were taken by the cold hand 
of death. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert. 
  
*1932/12/31 (scan 15-1) Officers of the church for 1933 1. 
Elder P. J. Buller Youth club 2. Elder John Voth Chair Irene 
Neumann 2. Assistant Ruben Heinrich 1. Deacon C. C. 
Duerksen 1. Sister Esther Ratzlaff 2. Deacon Wm. Suckut 2. 
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Sister Elmer Isaac 3. Deacon David Rub Song teacher C. P. 
Trubey 4. Deacon J. H. (?) Ratzlaff. Pianist Alice Duerksen 1. 
Ushers Willard Neumann 1. Deacon. Sister John Isaac 2. Ushers 
Theodore Voth 2. Deacon. Jacob Baerg Pianist for S. S. H. Voth 
3. Deacon. Wm Suckut Pianist for general … (?) 4. Deacon. Wm 
Neumann Song teacher for S. S. S.S. officers Wilmer Buller. 1. 
chair Carl Heinrich Tabea (Dorcas) club 2. chair Simon Dirksen 
Leader Brother A. E. Buller. 1. Secretary Rachel Dirksen 2. 
Secretary Elizabeth Epp. Missions Club 1. Chair Jacob Berg 2. 
Sister David Strauss 3. Assistant Sister John Voth Home 
Missionary Secretary J. F. Richert Primary Dept. Mrs. John Epp 
Sister John Schapansky. Kindergarten Elizabeth Epp 
 
*1932/12/31 (scan 15-2) Church Committee 1. P. J. Buller. 
John Voth C. C. Duerksen. Wm Suckut. David Rub. J. H. (H 
or D?) Ratzlaff. Jacob Thomas Jacob Berg J. F. Richert Carl 
Heinrich C. O. Trubey. J. J. Dirksen. Sister John Isaac Sister 
Jacob Berg Sister Wm Suckut. Sister Wm Neumann Sister Irene 
Neumann. Sister J. F. Richert. Sister A. E. Buller Mrs. J. F. 
Richert 
 
*1933/1/19 (scan 16-2) On the 12th of Jan. 1933 The church 
committee met, but because no decisive resolution could be made, 
the committee met again on the 19th of Jan. in order to further 
deal with these points, with serious prayer by two brothers the 
committee was opened. After repeated meetings of the church 
committee and serious consideration of the problems, the desire is 
that the committee came to a conclusion that some persons should 
be led in front of the church for a vote. These persons have often 
had a visit, and they have then wished (?) that they no longer 
wanted to be members of the parish. We are sorry to have to 
handle (?) this path, and our prayer is always that they might be 
brought back. The names of these persons are: Bill Weir. 
Clarence Friesen David Berg George Berg John Epp 
Geraldine Richert. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert. 
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*1933/3/18 (scan 21-1) The church committee got together in the 
evening of March 9, 1933 for deliberations, after the meeting was 
opened by prayer. The committee went on to discussion of a few 
business matters, and then the following matters were taken on. 
1. The church committee sees itself obligated to once more put in 
front of the community for negotiation the constant mean talks and 
actions of Brother D. D. Voth. Letters recently written by him are 
an example of the spirit and bitter hatred towards brothers in the 
church which for some time he has been publicly announcing. The 
letters also confirm the fact that he does not understand and 
refuses the resolutions of the church which concern him and other 
members, and during voting does not know what is being voted, 
but [thinks] that the church leaders are pushing their own, base 
interests through. The church through their officers has already 
warned and admonished Brother Voth, also, the conference 
committee with many (?) brothers has tried to move him to deeper 
insight and to work together with the community, but he has 
constantly rejected this with hard words, and raised his own 
judgement above the judgement of the brothers and the 
community and displays only greater 
 
*1933/3/9 (scan 21-2) determination to persist in his way of 
behavior. In consideration of these circumstances and facts and 
others more which could still be mentioned, the committee 
recommends that the community come to a definite decision to 
exclude him, which was concluded by a clear and, for the church 
satisfactory and understandable hearing. 2. It was mentioned 
again that several church members are going to shows again and 
some even to dances; the hopeful wish was felt by all that the 
upcoming meetings, which Brother McGuire will hold here, will 
meet the disappointed goals, and that all will be helped, and that 
the Godly life in the church will be raised and will steadily 
increase. Further, the committee was in agreement, that such 
members who persist in transgressions, shall be dealt with 
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decisively. The committee was concluded with prayer. Mrs. J. 
F. Richert 
 
*1921/1/9 (scan 20) Jan 9, 1921 A conference of brothers 
consisting of the church directorate and several specially called 
brothers took place in the church school building at 7:30 PM. 
Brother Jacob Thomas was called as director and C. C. Neufeld 
as secretary. Brother Heinrich Heinrichs felt bound and wished to 
become free. He said he had been brandished of heresy as a 
teacher from the pulpit and wanted to know which heresies he 
had taught. Brother Johan Voth, “Deacon”, said it concerned 
questions of the creation. Brother H. Heinrichs said that is true. 
Brother Voth said then Brother Heinrichs had said that water had 
already been there when the Lord began to create. Brother 
Heinrichs then said that a doctor near Lodi had also had this 
thought; further, the Lord had not placed the plants and trees in a 
single moment. Brother Daniel Voth then asked if Adam and Eve 
had not enjoyed fruit the next day, and if so, then the trees must 
then have been ready with fruit. 
 
*1921/1/9 continued (scan 22-1) Brother Peter Buller said that 
Brother Heinrichs also did not believe that sun, moon, and stars 
were created in one day. Brother Heinrichs said Sister White had 
written that there had been lights already before the Lord on the 
fourth day created lights. It was then contemplated by the director 
and supported by several members that it would not be possible to 
convict Brother Heinrichs. Brother Heinrichs then wanted to know 
if he was unworthy to be S.S. (Sabbath School) teacher. Brother 
Buller, students don’t want Brother Heinrichs as teacher any 
more. 2nd, he had not given the tenths (tithe) though once, but 
since then not again. Brother Heinrichs, I thought the students 
were pleased with me; we had a good time together. 2nd, I have 
given tithe and want to continue to come. Brother Thomas: 
Brother Heinrichs believes; 1. Water was already there before the 
Lord began to create. 2. Plants were not immediately ready when 
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the Lord created 3. Christ went into the most Holy when he went 
toward Heaven. Brother Buller: Brother Heinrichs does not 
believe that they became guardians/huts (?) or that the first section 
is in heaven. 
 
*1933/3/18 (scan 22-2) to speak up freely, we went on to the 
vote. The suggestion was made and supported that we release you 
from the parish. The question was put, how many were for it, that 
you would be expelled, and all who were for it should rise. 58 
stood up, not one member voted against it; with that you are now 
no longer a member of our parish, but we hope that you may let 
yourself be guided by the face (?) of God, that you may admit 
your wrong and will come back to the parish. Mrs. J. F. Richert. 
 
*1933/5/22 (scan 18-1) On the 2nd of March 1933 the 
committee met in order to deliberate how to divide the church so 
that one could work better for the soul counseling, but no definite 
decision was made. Report of the church meeting On the 22nd of 
May 1933 An announcement was made to the committee that 
after Sahlein (?) Bakersfield there are still debts, and it is being 
demanded that the Shafter German Church should take care of 
these $50,00. Further it was announced that we would like to have 
some Christianity (?) classes after the 11 o’clock meeting. Further 
there was discussion about the following brothers, how one could 
help them so that they could make good their betrayal. Brother 
Johan Thom Brother Johan Scharpansky Sister Gerhard 
Kroeker Mrs. J. F. R. 
 
*1933/6/10 (scan 18-2) Report of the meeting of the church 
committee from June 10, 1933 The church committee met at the 
above date. By invitation a few other brothers joined. After 
serious prayer and careful discussion, the committee saw it was 
necessary to make to following suggestions to the community 
regarding the here named members, read to be voted on: 1. Br 
Johan Scharpansky has been using tobacco for many years, and as 
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all admonitions and efforts to help him were useless, the 
committee has the duty, in accordance with the word of the Lord, 
to make this case known to the parish, [with the suggestion to let 
him leave the parish] 2. Sister Caroline (Brown) Kroeker does 
not come to the church services on the Sabbath, and works on the 
Sabbath; she also visits amusement places which is not 
appropriate for God’s children. After a long time of admonitions 
and in the hope that the sister would turn and might make a 
change of life, but without any success, the expulsion is the 
reality. In accordance with the words of the Lord, this case is to be 
presented to the parish, and makes the suggestion to let this sister 
leave the parish. 
 
*1932/12/13 (scan 19-1) 3. Brother John Tom (?) has treated 
Gottlieb Straus in an unjust way and took money away from him 
and does not return it to him. In another case he brought up a false 
claim (?). Some brothers still would repeatedly visit him and 
admonish him and tried with love and good advice to move him 
to admit his guilt and free himself of his debt. He was also invited 
to discuss these serious matters together, but this invitation was 
not accepted, and the admonishments and good advice were not 
regarded. The committee therefore has the duty to present this 
case to the parish. (And to make the suggestion to accuse Brother 
Tom (?) of stealing, and to give him two weeks time to make good 
this wrong.) Br John Thom and Br John Scharpansky made good 
their wrong and are back as beloved brothers in the parish. Mrs. 
J. F. Richert 
 
*1933/6/10 (scan 19-2) Report from June 10. Three more 
officers were appointed for the youth club. Sister Elisabeth Epp 
assistant head. “ Evelyn Duerksen assistant secretary For 
program committee Alice Duerksen Mrs. Albert Buller. 
 
*1933/8/26 (scan 20-1) Report of the church committee of the 
Shafter German Parish From Aug. 26, 1933 After careful 
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deliberation and long, but fruitless effort, to bring a few members 
to have insight and change their wrong ways, the church 
committee has the duty to present the following members for a 
vote. 1. Sister Johan Fuchs has come to love the world and has 
removed (?) herself from the church and no longer wishes to be a 
member. 2 Olivia Myer pursues her business and works on the 
Sabbath. She prefers to be released from the parish. 3 Bernard 
(?) Eichmann has no desire for the life in Christ; he says that he 
does not pray and also does not read the bible. He visits no 
church services, and does not want to walk with the church in the 
Godly life. 4. Myrtle Voth Richert through the relation with 
worldly company has repeatedly been misled to bawdiness. 5 
Gideon Rub has carelessly (?) cheated (?) in his business and also 
works on the Sabbath. The church committee request that the 
church consider each case here in the love and the spirit of 
Christ, and to 
 
*1933/12/2 (scan 16-1) On the 2nd of Dec. 1933 The church 
committee met. Brother Buller was the chair. 3 brothers led us in 
prayer. At first, again the big question came up, what shall we do 
that the school can be continued during the winter. We are no 
longer allowed to have them held in schools; so it was suggested 
that we have a Fiat Ulen (?) drive (fund drive?). A committee of 
5 sisters was appointed. Sisters J. Toews, W. Neumann, J. Berg, 
A. Buller, D. Rub. Secondly, it was regarded as good to also have 
an investment for the school. Thirdly, it was mentioned that we 
should also have a rummage sale once more. After a lot of 
discussion (?) with the following persons it was still be seen as 
necessary that the following persons had to be let go from the 
parish: 1 Clarence Friesen 2 David Baerg 3 George Baerg 4 John 
Epp.  
 
*1933/12/2 (scan 22-1A) On December 2nd 1933 in the evening 
The officers for the church for the year 1934 were elected. At 
first the goal of the fall collection was made full, a spirit of 
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giving ruled, for $67.00 above the goal was donated. Then the 
secretary from the appointment committee brought the report; 
after all names had been read the vote took place, everything was 
accepted with one voice, complete agreement was in place. Two 
brothers brought a prayer of thanks to the Lord, others thanked 
the Lord along with them in silent prayer for His guidance in this 
election and for the community spirit which was secured. End 
will follow. for 1934 The officers of the church are as follows. 1. 
Elder P J. Buller 4. treasurer, Jacob Thomas. secretary, Sister 
Wilhelm Neumann. 2. Elder Johan Voth .5. Church 6. Missions 
Secretary J. F. Richert 1. Deacon D. D. Dirksen 7. Missions 
leader, Jacob Berg 2. Deacon David Rub 8. Report writer Sister 
David Straub/Strauss (?) 3. Deacon Wilhelm Suckut. 9. Church 
song leader C. O. Trubey 4. Deacon Jacob Ratzlaff 10. 
Musician: Sister Arthur Dirksen 1. Deacon Sister J. F. Richert 
11. Taber (?) club S. David Buller 2. Deacon Sister Wilhelm 
Suckut. Ushers 1. Theodor Voth. 3. Deacon Sister Peter Richert. 
Ushers 2. Elmer Strauss 4. Deacon Sister Carl Heinrich  
 
*1933/12/2 (scan 22-2A) Sabbath School officers. Leader 1. 
Gustav Tisch V. Church committee. 2 Simon Dirksen P. J. 
Buller, John Voth. Secretary 1. Rachel Dirksen. S. S. Dirksen 
David Rub 2. Ethel Suckut. Wilhelm Suckut. Jacob Ratzlaff. 
Song leader Wilmer Buller Sister J. F. Richert Sister J. Ratzlaff 
Musician Ruby Weitz. Sister Pete Richert, Sister Carl Heinrich 
Buller. Sister Theodore Voth Children’s Sabbath School Sister 
David 1. Leader of the second department. Jacob Thomas Sister 
W. Neumann Sister David Baerg J. F. Richert. Jacob Berg. 2. 
Primary department C. O. Trubey. Gustav Tisch). Sister P. J. 
Gaede. Wilhelm Epp. P. J. Gaede. 3. Leader Kindergarten 
department Elder Johann Isaac  Sister Peter Wall. IV. Youth 
missions club. 1. Leader Sister Ted. Voth. 2 „ Ruben Heinrich. 
1. Secretary Esther Voth 2. Secretary Lillian Kraft. 3. Song 
leader C. O. Trubey, overseer. 4. Musician: Mildred Heinze 
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*1933/12/23 (scan 23) On Dec. 23, 1933 in the evening we met 
as a double church committee English and German in the school 
house in order to appoint the school officers. Besides Br P. J. 
Buller, the following names 5 were appointed: Brother C. C. 
Duerksen, Brother Ezra Schneider, Brother Bowling, Prof. Taube, 
Elder Isaac. The English siblings had appointed the following 
people: Brother D. P. Grade (?), Brother P. E. Nightingale, 
Brother M. N. (?) Fenderson, Secretary and treasurer Prof. Trubey. 
On the same evening the committee also dealt with several other 
subjects. First the question came up about the welfare work; it was 
decided that Sister Heath as leader and Sister P. Heinze should 
serve as assistants; each church committee shall identify its needs 
by next Sunday evening when this shall be discussed further. The 
German committee now separated from the English one and the 
following was dealt with: 1. That Miss Jenkins should give bible 
lessons on the Sabbath at 3 o’clock in the afternoon for all who 
wish to become better acquainted with the bible, in order to better 
able to give bible readings when it might be required. The bible 
hour should be held alternating, first in the German church and 
then in 
 
*1933/12/23 (scan 25-1) the English one and then always 
continued like that. 2. The Present Truth shall be paid out of 
Brother Tames/Fames (?) cash box 3. The committee agreed to 
make a “Geschuek” (gift?) for the church in wanting to buy for 
each family a “Morgen” (?) (similar to an acre) after (?) calendar 
(?).* 4. As Sister Ratzlaff wishes to be freed of the office of 
deacon, it was decided that Sister Suckut might fill this office. 5. 
The committee agrees that the 15 “wauken” (?) of the mission on 
the Sabbath should be followed strictly. 6. The committee 
demands that the conference money shall be held separately. 7. 
It was decided that the secretary, Sister John Epp, shall write a 
letter. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert. (Translator’s note: *This 
sentence is not clear to me) 
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*1933/12/31 (scan 25-2) Yearly report for 1933 Again a year has 
flowed away into eternity, and we can only take a look back about 
everything that happened; so let us mention what the Lord in His 
love has done for us. He kept us from serious diseases and death 
as well as from water floods and earthquakes and storms, which 
during the last year have cost so many human lives. He also 
provided ample food and clothing for us; we did not have to suffer 
lack. He also visited us with the prayer/reading (?) of the 
friends/peace (?) who/which (?) informed us how God in His love 
let wholeness be proclaimed in the name of Jesus. The great 
blessing to our church was the meetings which Brother McGuire 
held here, where he showed us so clearly how our walking with 
Jesus shall be; besides the visits of the brothers we had on all 
Sabbaths very serious lectures which were held by Br Buller and 
Elder Isaac; we were allowed to see that the good Spirit is still 
active; 8 souls listened to Him and were added through the 
baptism to the parish, 4 were accepted through letters. Two were 
taken from the church by death, one through an accident, the other 
suddenly. 12 were let go from the church for various reasons. 
 
*1933/12/31 (scan 26) 3. The church committee was called 
together frequently in order to shed light on such cases and to act 
about them according to God’s word. The Lord’s Supper was held 
4 times during the year. May the dear God rule and guide us 
through His Spirit, so that we will continue always to able to be a 
blessing to others, until Jesus comes to give each one his reward; 
this is my closing wish to the church [as I resign from office], and 
further, let us wish that the Lord may grant the new officers for 
the new year special grace to continue the good work. Sister 
Mrs. J. F. Richert. 
 
*1934/11/19 (scan 27) Report of the appointment committee 
From 19 and 23 of November 1934 After solemn prayer and 
serious thinking, the appointment committee gave the community 
for the coming year as suggestions the following names (who shall 
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serve the church for the following year): Elders Officers for the 
Sabbath School Br P. J. Buller Head C. C. Duerksen Brother 
Johan Voth Head Wm 
Neumann Deacons Head P. J. Gaede Br C. C. Duerksen 
Secretary Br David Rub Sister Ezra Schneider Brother Wm 
Suckut Sister David Rub Br David Strauss Sister Anna Voth 
Church secretary Kindergarten leader Sister David Strauss 
Church treasurer Sister Theodore Hoeger Br Jacob Thomas 
Primary leader Missions leader Sister P. J. Heinze Br Jacob 
Barry Sister Art Dirksen Missions secretary Junior leader Br 
Jacob Richert Sister David Barry Assistant missions secretary 
Song leader Gus (?) Wertsanlung (?) Sister Ezra 
Heinze Br Jacob Richert Organists Sister Hulda (?) Voth Art 
Duerksen 
 
*1934/11/19 (scan 28-1) Usher Substitute usher Br Conrad 
Ebel Br Willard Neumann Br T. Voth Br Art Dirksen 
Officers of the youth mission club Leader Simon Dirksen 
Song leader Assistant Rachel Dirksen Lillian Kraft Secretary 
Sister Lucille Voth Organists 
Secretary Br Orly Baerg Opal Erhardt Tabea (Dorcas?) club 
Leaders Sister David Buller and Sister Wm Neumann Church 
Committee Brother P. J. Buller Sister Wm Suckut Brother Johan 
Voth Sister Jacob Berg Brother C. C. Dirksen Sister Jacob 
Richert Brother David Rub Sister Peter Duerksen Brother Wm 
Suckut Sister David Straus Brother David Strauss Sister David 
Buller Brother Jacob Richert Br Jacob Baerg Brother Jacob 
Thomas Br P. Gaede Brother Jacob Ratzlaff Alt (?) Johann Isaac 
School Committee Br P. J. Buller C. C. Dirksen and Barling 
Ezra Schneider Alt (?) Johan Isaac Representative member of our 
church for youth entertainments (socials) Br Simon Dirksen 
 
*1935/1/10 (scan 28-2) Jan 1935 The church committee got 
together in the evening of Jan 10 in order to discuss church 
matters. Brother J. Isaac and Br C. C. Duerksen prayed solemnly 
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that the Lord might help us to conclude everything in accordance 
with God’s will, and since several siblings for quite some time 
now have not participated in meetings, but are going with the 
world, so we see ourselves forced to bring them before the parish; 
work has been done with these persons, but without success. It 
was decided that one should write to Neumann’s in Canada and to 
find out where they stand. And Br and Sr. J Isaac shall speak … 
(?) with Helen Dargatz, what her wish is. One should also speak 
with Katie Peters. Br Arman Johnson has promised that he wants 
to visit the meetings, not walk on sins’ paths, wants us to pray for 
him. Br Buller, Br J Isaac and Br Johan Voth were appointed to 
speak to Gideon Rubs and with Sister L. Meier. It was decided to 
introduce the following names to the church in order to exclude 
them, first, 
 
*1935/1/12 (scan 29-1) 1. Josephine Ebel. 2. Mary Re…ens (?). 
3. Clifford Dirksen. We were discharged with prayer. Sr. David 
Strauss In the evening of Jan 12 the church got together in order 
to discuss the yearly report and some other things as well. Song 
Number 590 was sung for the start, and Br J. Thomas and Br John 
Voth prayed for God’s help and support; it was decided to have a 
study every second Sabbath evening. Br Thomas gave us the 
report from the entire year, of all the money that came in. Br J 
Richert about everything that was ordered, Missions secretaries 
gave the report of everything that has been reported about writing 
expenses and what was spent for the poor, etc. Br Isaac Heinrich’s 
church report, all reports were declared good and were accepted. 
Br Buller then read several texts from God’s word, Luke 1 v 3, 
says if your brother sins towards you, so punish him between you 
and him alone; if he rues it, forgive him. 1 Corinthians 5-13 Do of 
yourselves … (?) who is evil. With deep sorrow in our hearts 
then several names were introduced to the community, of people 
who for quite some time already 
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*1935/1/12 (scan 29-2) have not participated in the church 
service, but are going with the world. First name Josephine Ebbet 
Second Mary Rexin Third Clifford Dirksen Through suggestion 
and vote they were let go from the parish. Mrs. David Strauss. 
In the evening of Jan 19, 1935 Br Ruben Nightingale made a visit 
and gave us a presentation through pictures of the second coming 
of Christ. Mrs. D. Strauss Sabbath, the 26th of Jan 1935 in the day 
and evening, Br Peter Richert held very important meetings. 
During the day the text was, the Lord’s eyes look all … (?) that He 
strengthen those who are with Him with full hearts. In the evening 
he showed us that we are living all in the last days, and that it is 
very important for us that we are prepared. Mrs. D. Strauss On S, 
the tenth of Feb, Br Wickman of Delano was in our parish, also 
the English siblings were gathered with us. Br Wickman warmly 
invited us to come to Delano and to help in the meetings; also, 
they all would like to have singers and orchestra. Mrs. D. Strauss  
 
*1935/1/31 (scan 30-1) Jan 31 1935 The 31st the church 
committee met in order to discus church matters. Br Wm Suckut 
and Br J Isaac were praying solemnly that the Lord may give us 
wisdom in order to serve the wellbeing of the church and to take 
care of everything with justice. First it was decided that Br J 
Ratzlaff should be given money to buy a brush for sweeping. Then 
it was planned how we could do everything more in a Christian 
way, all together. Shawers (?) were considered as well as all 
things, that many things were going to far, and because of that the 
children are taking more freedom for themselves, and it continues 
as life of sin. Then the brothers gave their talk who had visited S 
Meier. She has confessed that she had gone too far, also has 
promised to come before the church committee and to declare 
herself; it is also said that she has win in the cellar by the tumbler; 
it was decided that she should come before the church committee 
and declare herself. She shall be given two weeks time. Once 
more Laura Duerksen shall be spoken to. The question then came 
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up if those who do not pay the tenth should be requested to do so 
for praying for the S. S. Ps. 50 -16-17 was being 
 
*1935/1/31 (scan 30-2) Read. The Lord thus spoke to the 
Godless why who announces my right and takes my . (?) into his 
mouth, so you still see chastity (?), and are throwing my word 
behind you? Such people shall get a visit. It was decided that Br J 
Heinrichs shall be told that he had two or 3 days per week to work 
at S. Meier; he shall make an effort to pay the debt. We were let 
go with prayer from Br Johann Voth. Mrs. D. Strauss. Feb 14, 
1935 about the meeting on the report from Feb. 1935. The church 
committee met again in order to straighten out church matters. 
The brothers who had visited S. L. Meier gave their report, that 
they had spoken with S. Meier. She confesses that she has not 
acted properly. She was again invited to come in front of the 
committee, but was not there; thus the church committee decided 
shall came before the community and admit her wrong and make 
it good. But she complained that S (she/sister (?) of/by (?) Br 
Isaac Heinrichs was not being treated right; Br Isaac then told that 
Myrtle Richert had come to him and had informed him that she 
was sorry, that she had acted in this way. Her heartfelt wish is to 
become blessed. She asks for forgiveness from the parish, is 
willing to be baptized once more, demands to be baptized once 
more. 
 
*1935/1/31 (scan 31-1) She wants to go with the church again. 
Lukas 15 v 6 says (?) Jesus that joy in Heaven is for 94 (?) 
righteous ones who do not need repentance, Myrtle is S Maria, 
otherwise she would admit in front of the community; it was 
decided that S. Meyer's report should be put in front of the 
community on the Sabbath, sixteenth of Feb and to be voted on, 
which was done; the community then after a suggestion voted that 
S. Meier shall come before the community in one month and make 
confession. Myrtle’s report was also put in front of the community 
on Feb 16. All were willing to forgive her. Mrs. Strauss. On 
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Sabbath, the sixteenth of Feb 1935 Br David Voth, Br Haynes, Br 
Copeland, Br Richie, and Br Porter were in our midst. Br Haynes 
gave a serious talk about the important time in which we live. 
Sunday was convention, many teachings were read, about mission 
work, to be loving in the church and also in the neighborhood and 
region around us, to be loyal in paying the tenth, and to give for 
the mission. Mrs. Strauss Sister D. Rub wished to be released 
from assistant secretary for the S. S. Thus she was released on 
March 9, and Rachel Dirksen was voted in. Mrs. D. Strauss. 
 
*1935/2/2 (scan 31-2) Feb 2, 1935 Br John Staynes was sent by 
the conference to work for two weeks at Shafter in the parishes 
from Feb (30) 28 to March (9) 14; he showed us clearly from 
God’s word that it is necessary that the heart of the parents is 
known to the children, for the heart of the children, many 
commitments were made, 16 have committed themselves and 
have joined the church through the baptism. On Sab, the 16th of 
March they were given the hand; may we all follow what Jesus 
told us, namely graze my sheep. From our church there were 11 
dear souls among those who were baptized from the German 
parish. 16 all together. Mrs. D. Strauss. The names of those 
baptized are as follows: Clarence Friesen Luella Schneider 
Eddie C Dirksen La Verne Dirksen La Verne A. Buller Marcella 
Duerksen Vernon D. Voth Geneva Johnson Leroy D. Buller 
Ernest Erhardt Levi Richert Mrs. D. Strauss. turn to p 2 
 
*1935/3/14 (scan 32-1) Report of the meeting on March 14. Br 
Peter Gaede and Br J. Isaac prayed for God’s help and assistance. 
Br Zacharias had been invited to come before the committee in 
order to discuss the fact that he employed D. D. Voth to teach the 
Sunday class. Besides that, other things came up to be discussed, 
namely that Br Zacharias (?) had spoken ill against brothers, but it 
came to no decision or goal, because he did not admit or asked 
forgiveness. Therefore it was decided that Brother Z. should come 
before the committee again in order to perhaps get rid of all 
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accusations against him; further it was decided that Br J Isaac 
should visit him beforehand and try to get him to see his wrong, so 
that he then make himself free of his guilt. Then it was decided 
that S. G. (?) Rub (?) should get a visit once more and find out 
what her wish is. Mrs. D. Strauss. 
 
*1935/3/23 (scan 32-2) March 23, 19352 On the Sabbath, the 
23rd of March Br Ehlers gave a serious talk in our church, showed 
us that we are near the end. Mrs. D. Strauss. March 30, 1935 
Sabbath, the 30th of march, our president, Br David Voth was in 
our church and gave an important lecture. He showed us through 
God’s word, way marks or signs, everything is fulfilled, it is called 
the next, and the Son of man will come in the clouds and 
everyone’s eyes will see Him and those who have stuck (?) him. 
Mrs. D. Strauss. turn to P 3 Report from the meeting from 
March 27th. Br J Berg and Br J Isaac prayed for the Spirit of God 
to guide us in the meeting. The first thing that came up was the 
question on account of S. Meier, as every opportunity had been 
given her to come before the committee or community and to 
admit her wrongdoing. So it was decided to bring it before the 
community. Br J Isaac had visited Br Zacharias and spoken with 
him, but Br Zacharias cannot remember what evil he had spoken, 
also not to Aaron Harder; then it was voted that S. I. Rub shall be 
excluded because she herself believes that she is not worthy to be 
a member of the parish. Then it was decided that Br J Isaac should 
write to Myrtle Richert; Br Sam Dirksen 
 
*1935/3/23 (scan 33-1) then posed the question which might be 
better for the youth club, to appoint Pr. Truth (?) or Hope of the 
World; it was not decided but shall be left for the youth club to 
decide. The question then also came up what should be done 
with Robert Neumann, as he is no longer coming to meetings 
and also does not keep the Sabbath; but nothing was decided, 
and we closed and left with prayer. Mrs. D. Strauss. Report 
from the meeting on Aug 25. Br J Isaac led in prayer. At first the 
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discussion concerned the harvest/fall (?) collection; the goal was 
set at $800.00; it was decided that the S. S. teachers should be 
the band leaders; then the 21 delegates were appointed for the 
gathering which shall be held on the 5th of Sept. The names are 
as follows: Andrew Barling A. B. Toews Ezra Heinze J. Isaac 
Ezra Schneider Conrad Ebel Jacob Baerg Sam Oblander John 
Schapansky Henry Kroeker Jacob Ratzlaff David Rub Jacob 
Richert Jacob Ebel Wm Suckut Sr. P. Wall G. Tisch Mrs. P. J. 
Heinze Mrs. El B… (?) 
 
*1935/8/25 (scan 33-2) It was also decided that all mission 
money, also the tenth, shall be placed in the small envelopes on S. 
At first it was decided that Br Suckut, Br P. Buller and Br John 
Voth shall buy the chair for the church which had been decided 
long before. Further it was voted that Br Isaac, Br Buller, Br J 
Voth, and Br Wm Suckut should visit Br Zacharias. Br Wm 
Buller was chosen to hold singing practice with the siblings. The 
following report and announcement shall be presented to the 
community on the Sabbath, the 21st/27th (?) of August, namely 
because B David Siemens (?) works on the Sabbath. Shall be 
expelled. 
It was also voted, that Br Buller, Br, Johan Isaac, and Brother J. 
Voth shall visit Brother A. Toews Mrs. D. Strauss. On S. The 
14th of Sept. Br Haynes gave a serious sermon about mission 
work, also told a lot about how the Lord works, and many souls 
converted to God, especially in the heathen countries. Mrs. D. 
Strauss. P. 3. Turn to P 5 
 
*1935/9/21 (scan 34-1) P 3 On S. Sept. 21, 1935, Br Ruben 
Nightengale held a serious talk in our church about the fulfilment 
of God’s word, it is only, that His people are not ready yet. Mrs. 
D. Strauss Oct 19 On the S evening there was a Union Meeting 
and Br Field of S. America told how the work is going there; 
many converted to God without hearing a sermon; the Lord 
shortens His work in justice. Mrs. D. Strauss Oct 7 (?) 26, 1934 
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Br Haynes was in our midst and spoke especially to the youth 
about biblical characters, and that it takes good boys and girls in 
order to do good work. Mrs. D. Strauss To P 5 In the evening of 
the 7th of Nov. the church committee met in order to discuss 
community matters. Brother J. Isaac prayed for serious clarity 
from God to put everything in order. 2 reports were read and 
accepted. At first the Br were appointed who were to read the 
lectures for the prayer week. 1. Br J. Buller, 2. B. J. Richert, 3. C. 
C. Duerksen, 4. J. C. Thomas, 5. J. Isaac, 6. J. J. Dirksen, 6. J. 
Baerg, 7. P. J Gaede. The numerous names were mentioned, such 
who live far away and don’t come to meetings; first name was 
Robert Neumann. Brother Suckut and Brother D. Rub. 
 
*1935/9/21 (scan 34-2) shall visit him, see what his wish is. 
Gerhart Epp. Brother Thomas should talk with him. Katie Peters. 
Br J. Isaac wanted to talk with her. Brother + Sr. Sam Sinners. Br 
+ Sr. Isaac + Br Buller wanted to visit them. Walde Wall Sr. 
Isaac Sr. Baerg + Sr. Suckut visit her. Clarence Voth. + La Verne 
Heinze. It was decided that Br. Suckut would talk with them. 
Wm. Johnson. Decided that Br. Buller, Br. Isaac, Br. Thomas + Br 
J. Richert should visit him. Further, it was decided that the 
followings should receive a letter: H. Dorspet (?), Laura Wm 
Ianksley (?), Eve + Martha Toews, Victor J Duerksen Br and Sr. 
George Duerksen. Br + Sr. Trubey Marie Lloyd Howell Epp. 
Then there still was planning for the youth (?) for the prayer week. 
The wish was, that we might receive help. With a prayer we left. 
Mrs. D. Strauss On S. the 9th of Nov we met in the S. house in 
order to appoint a renewal committee which would name the 
officers for the coming year 1936. The names are as follows: Br J 
Isaac Chairman, 2 Br P. Gaede 3 Br George Fuchs. 4 Br E. 
Schneider 5 Br Arthur Dirksen. 6 Br Sam Dirksen 7 Sr. John 
Thom, 8 Sr. P. Wall 9 Irene Neumann. 
 
*1935-12/6 (scan 35-1) P 5 The 6th of Dec Elder McGuire came 
to Shafter and held meeting every evening for 2 weeks; he spoke 
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to us seriously, how we should walk in all humility before God, 
for God will not judge us for what we knew, but about what we 
did; we have vowed loyalty to God, so, may we keep it. Mrs. D. 
Strauss Report from the 30th of Dec. This meeting was opened 
with solemn prayer by Br P Gaede. The report from Nov 7 was 
read and accepted. The things that came up for discussion was 
Herbert Neumann’s name. Br David Rub had visited him and 
spoken with him, and he said he cannot keep the Sabbath, 
because his father does not keep the S., and because he goes to 
the worldly school, there are often games on the S., such as ball 
games, and if he does not participate, that would not be 
appropriate either; so it was decided to put it in front of the 
community on the S., the 4th of Jan. and to exclude him. At first 
Brother 
 
*1935/12/6 (scan 35-2) David Strauss was elected as a member 
of the committee. And as on S Alfred Voth had more than one 
office, she was let go as secretary for the youth club, and instead 
S. Alice Biloff was elected as secretary in her stead, and as Sister 
J. H. Duerksen did not want to accept the office of leader in the 
Dorcas society, S. D. Buller was elected instead of her. At first 
the question came up how we could get it to be more quiet in the 
church. It was decided to remain sitting after S. S., and nobody 
should leave. Then came the decision for the youth club. It was 
decided that the middle row benches, 8 should be designated for 
the youth when there is youth club. It was decided that the ushers 
should have the authority to lead the youth to the front. We were 
let go with prayer by Mrs. Suckut. Mrs. D. Strauss In Feb. 
Elder McGuire was here and held very serious meetings for old 
and young; may the Lord help us to persist onto the end. 
 
*1935/12/26 (scan 41-1) Church officers for 1936 1 Elders: P J 
Buller P J Gaede Deacons J. Voth Wm Suckut Dave Rub 
Jacob Baerg Deacons (female)Sr. Suckut Sr. J. Richert Sr. P. 
Duerksen Sr. J. Baerg Clerk Sr. D. Strauss Treasurer J. C. 
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Thomas Church mission leader C. C. Duerksen Church mission 
secretary J. I. Richert Assistant secretary Sr. Ezra Heinze Song 
leader J. F. Richert Organist Sr. Irene Neumann Organist Sr. 
Arthur Dirksen Usher Br Willard Neumann Br Arthur Dirksen v 
Br Conrad Ebel Br Theo Voth 
 
*1936/7/10 (scan 36-2) Report of the meeting on July 10, 1936 
For the opening Br P. Gaede prayed for God’s help and wisdom. 
The first thing that was planned was about the debt in our school, 
and it was decided to sell squares and to pay off the school. Then 
it was decided that church members were using tobacco or were 
drinking heavily or go to dances or picture shows or theatre, that 
those people should be spoken to, and if they would not improve, 
they should be given 2 weeks time, and during these two weeks 
they should give an avowal and make good their guilt, and if they 
would not improve they should be let go from the parish. Then it 
was decided that S. Francis Graff (Dargatz) on account of sins she 
had committed and acted against God’s word, that the following 
suggestion was to be put in front of the community on the 
Sabbath, namely to exclude S. J Graff. Then the following names 
came up for discussion: Br J. Schapansky, Armen Johnson, Arnold 
Neufeld, Ellen Strauss, Dan Toews, Abe Toews, Vienna Toews. 
We were let go with prayer. 
 
*1936/8/12 (scan 36-1) In March Br Haynes came and held serious 
meetings for 2 weeks with the youth as well as for the parents. Many 
have started to serve the Lord more loyally. 3 dear souls have 
converted to God, and on the third of April they were baptized. Alvin 
Buller, Gorden Thom, Sr. Paul Richert. 9th of April in the school house 
Mrs. D. Strauss Br. Liske May. In the evening, the Br. Wentland June 
20 + 24 Br. Ford in July, Missionary July 29 Br Maot (?). On the 12th 
of August, S., the church committee met in order to buy a house for S. 
S. Funk. A committee was named of 3 brothers Br P. Buller Br J. 
Ratzlaff and Br J Isaac, to buy a house for S. S. Funk, which was done 
and is already in place. Mrs. Strauss 
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*1936/9/3 (scan 37-1) Report of the meeting on Sept. 3, 1931 
With a solemn prayer by Brother J Isaac the Lord was asked to 
come in our midst and to give us wisdom to do everything well 
and right. At first we planned how best we could work for success 
in the harvest ingathering, and it was decided to work again like 
last year, that every S. S. teacher is the band leader. The goal of 
the conference was accepted, namely 1000. Voted that Br J 
Richert shall be the conference leader for the seniors with the 
singing for the Harvest Ingathering. 10 solicitors were named. S. 
J. Berg, Sr. P. J. Heinze, Sr. Suckut, Sr. J .… (?), Sr. Biloff, Sr. 
Elbert Buller, Sr. P. Gaede, Sr. Clarence Friesen, Sr. Clara 
Heinrich, Sr. D. Strauss. Next, a committee was named to look 
for a heating stove for the church. Br P. J. Buller, Br Ezra 
Schneider, Br. Barling, Br. C. C. Duerksen, Brother D. Rub. It was 
also decided that parents 
 
*1936/9/3 continued (scan 37-2, part 1) who have small children 
in the school, if they could perhaps help and pay for such children 
whose parents are too poor to pay for everything. With prayer we 
left. Mrs. D. Strauss, Clerk 
 
*1936/10/24 (scan 37-2, part 2) Report from Oct 24, 1936. This 
evening the church committee met on S. in order to solidify 
numerous things. Br J. Isaac led in prayer. The first thing, it was 
decided to buy $1.50 for mission holder paper; then it was decided 
that water should be led to the church and possibly to create a 
drinking fountain. Further it was decided to put it in front of the 
community and to set up a furnace in the church. It was put in 
front of the community for a vote on Sabbath, the thirtieth of Oct, 
and it was voted that we buy the furnace. I was to see Martha 
Esther Clarence Voth on account of harvest ingathering. I did so. 
Clarence 5.00 Es. (?) Martha paid. Laverne 1.00. With prayer we 
were dismissed. 
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*1936/10/24 (scan 38-1) Report from the 23rd of Oct, 1936. Br 
J. Richert prayed for God’s guidance in this meeting. First an 
appointment committee was named, who would want to be the 
officers for the year 1937. It was voted that 9 siblings should 
serve on the committee. The names are as follows: Br J. Isaac as 
chairman Br J. J. Voth Sr. Elmer Biloff Br D. Rub Sr. Jacob 
Berg Br J. Kurtz Sr. Albert Buller Br Sam Oblander Br J. 
Richert At first the brothers were named who are to read lectures 
for the prayer week first lecture 1. Br P. J. Buller 5. Br J. Isaac 
2. Br J. C. Thomas 6. Br J. Baerg 3. Br C. C. Duerksen 7. Br J. 
C. Thomas 4. Br J. F. Richert 8. Br P. J. Buller First it was 
decided that the following church members should be visited: La 
Verne Heinze, Armen Johnson, Arnold Neufeld, Rudolph 
Nightengale, Helen Dargatz, Solomon Dick Sinner, John 
Schapansky, Abe Toews, Dan Toews + Vienna Toews, Clarence 
Voth 
 
*1936/10/26 (scan 38-2) I am to write to Eva Kimbriel and 
Martha Lunzoles (?). I was to speak with Mrs. Marie Nightengale. 
Br J. Isaac is to notify Katie Peters and Anna P. Voth should be 
visited, for it seems she is going on sin’s paths. Clerk Mrs. D. 
Strauss Report from the meeting on Dec 26, 1936 Br Johann 
Isaac prayed for seriousness and wisdom so that all might be done 
with the spirit of Christ. The report was read and seen as good. 
A letter from Marie Nightingale was read in which she asks to 
remain a member still, also sent $1.- for harvest ingathering. As 
Ruben Heinrich wants to go to the English, Rueben Dirksen was 
voted in as head of the youth club. Then numerous names came 
up for discussion. First name Sam Sinner. Because S. Sinners only 
rarely visit the meeting they were visited by brothers, and Brother 
S. Sinner said that the way he now lives, he no longer wishes to be 
a church member. So the committee makes the suggestion that Br 
S. Sinner is to be excluded. In the evening of January 2, 1937 
over 
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*1936/12/26 (scan 39-1) The second name was Br. J. 
Schapansky. A lot of work has been done with Br. Schapansky; 
also, he was given time and opportunity to improve himself, but 
as he does not want to give up the tobacco. The committee 
suggests that B. J. Schapansky is to be excluded in the evening on 
Jan. 2, 1937. The third name was Armen Johnson. He has 
promised to improve himself, so, he will be given time until 
Sabbath, January 2, if not, then he shall be excluded in the 
evening on January 2, 1937. The fourth name is Arnold Neufeld. 
He has been using tobacco for quite some time now, also does not 
keep the Sabbath or God’s word; so the committee makes the 
suggestion to exclude Arnold Neufeld on the evening of January 
2, 1937. The fifth name is Helen Dargatz. She had a visit by the 
siblings J. Isaac who also prayed with her. She says, the way she 
now lives, she no longer has any desire to remain a church 
member. So it was decided to exclude her on January 2, 1937 
over 
 
*1936/12/26 (scan 39-2) Next it was voted that S. Suckut and S. 
Strauss should visit Mildred Heinze and talk with her, for we are 
hearing that her conduct is not right. Voted that jewels (?) and 
Schufzel/Schussel (bowl?) shall be bought for the Holy Supper. 
Next it was decided that Br. Buller and Br J. Isaac should see to it 
that Sister S. Funk can get money from the county, and S. J. 
Richert, S. Peter Dirksen, Sr. A. Peters were named as a 
committee to see to it that S. Sarah Funk should not suffer lack. 
With prayer by C. C. Duerksen we were let go. Clerk Mrs. D. 
Strauss. 
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p6 107 Erdman Siemens 1864-1962  
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p2 32 Erhardt Earnest 1919-1987  

  Fast (Probably) Annie 1877-1948  

p4 75 Fast Ida Voth 1882-1951  

p4 72 Fast Ida Voth 1882-1951  

  Fast Justina Heinrichs 1872-1945  

p1 4 Fast Lena 1865-1947  

p4 73 Fast Lydia 1896-1964  

p4 74 Fast Maggie Dirksen 1874-1944  

  Fox (Fuchs) George 1855-1948  

p7 133 Fox John 1901-1955mm  

p10 30 Fox Mary Weitz 1888-1953  

p10 29 Fred Loewen 1894-1963  

p11 55 Friesen Clarence 1910-1970  

p8 156 Friesen Elisabeth Baerg 1878-1961  

p3 64 Gaede Peter 1892-  

p7 128 Heinrich Julius 1890-1925  

  Heinrichs Carl J 1898-1990  

p1 10 Heinrichs Heinrich 1867-1943  

p2 43 Heinrichs Hulda 1897-1988  

p1 3 Heinrichs Isaac 1863-1951  

p1 21 Heinrichs Otto 1905-1976  

p11 57 Heinrichs Reuben 1914-2010  

p9 22 Heinze Ezra 1894-  

  Heinze Peter 1883-1920  

  Hoeger Theodore 1905-1964  

p6 118 Isaac Anna Unruh 1882-1927  

  Isaac Anna Unruh 1882-1927  

p2 26 Isaac Elmer 1913-1982  

p9 4 Isaac John 1873-1956  

  Isaac Katie Heinz 1869-1918  

  Isaac Susan Neumann 1878-1942  

  Jacob Ratzlaff 1881-1955  

p1 16 Janzen Anna 1867-1963  

p2 30 Johnson Armen 1917-1978  

p6 108 Johnson Geneva Voth 1920-1987  

  Johnson Wilhelm 1887-1956  

  Kliewer Elisabeth Brown 1877-1955  

  Knecht Amelia Weis 1882-1959  

p5  Knittel Adolf 1858-1932  

p11 59 Knittel Julius 1895-1969  

  Kroeker Charlene Buller 1936-  

  Loewen Anna 1881-1957  

  Loewen Bertha Voth 1896-1979  

  Loewen Dietrich 1867-1945  

  Loewen Ethel Mae 1908-1976  

  Loewen Katherine Heinze 1886-1970  

  Loewen Katie Heinze 1886-1970  

  Loewen Mary Voth 1880-1941  

p8 163 Loewen Sarah Buller 1876-1970  

p6 114 Loewen Sarah Strauss 1878-1957  

p1 2 Lorenz Ruth 1908-1989  

  Mariner Olive Voth 1903-1949  

p10 38 Mattheis Minnie Heinrichs 1885-1980  

p6 103 Mayer Alice Richert 1911-1999  

  Mayer Ludwig 1887-1930  

p8 164 Anna Nachtigal 1901-1964  

  Nachtigal Jacob 1870-1933  

p7 136 Nachtigal Peter 1874-1939  

p4 87 Nettie Thomas 1901-1927  

p3 51 Neufeld Aaron 1880-1964  

p8 166 Neufeld Arthur 1904-1956  

p1 17 Neufeld Bertha b.1904  

p7 123 Neufeld C C 1874-1958  

p3 45 Neufeld David 1905-1991  

p6 121 Neufeld Hulda 1908-  

p2 44 Neufeld Ida 1906-1996  

p9 8 Neufeld Leona 1909-1926  

p9 7 Neufeld Maggie Walde 1877-1965  

p9 9 Neufeld Margaretha Walde 1877-1965  

p8 149 Neufeld Olivia 1907-1987  

  Neuman Carl 1893-1961  

p9 13 Neuman Willard 1905-1990  

  Neumann Edward 1906-1980  

p5  Neumann Hulda MarieÂ   

p4 80 Neumann Irene 1919-2005  

  Neumann William 1876-1963  

  Nickel Mary Brown 1864-1953  

p1 15 Nightengale Leona b1908  

p8 159 Nightengale Marie b1905  

p10 26 Nightengale Reuben 1910-1975  

p10 25 Nightengale(Nachtigal) RudyÂ   

p10 27 Oblander Greta Spady 1859-1931  

  Oblander Greta Spady 1859-1931  

p8 162 Ortner Louise Schneider 1861-1939  

p12 84 Peters Abraham 1865-1928  

p6 120 Peters Barbara Baerg 1843-1917  

  Peters Bertha Baerg 1843-1917  

  Peters Katie Baerg 1883-1965  
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p1 14 Raile Barbara Werner 1881-1955  

p3 65 Ralls Sarah Miller 1894-1998  

p11 63 Ratzlaff Jacob 1885-1963  

p11 52 Rexin Mary 1897-1988  

p7 124 Richard Elmer b1911  

  Richert Frank 1883-1940  

p10 32 Richert Geraldine Agnes 1913-1995  

  Richert Gideon 1910-1998  

  Richert Jacob 1884-1980  

  Richert Jacob F 'Jake' 1884-1980  

p10 24 Richert Peter 1886-1985  

p5 99 Richert Richards Lee 1920  

p6 111 Richert William 1904-  

  Riffel Elmer 1909-2000  

  Rub David 1901-1973  

p10 23 Rub Gideon 1903-1943  

  Schapansky John 1900-1985  

  Schill Sophia Ebel 1870-1908  

  Schmidt Esther Ratzlaff  

p3 58 Schneider aBrotherOfEzra#109  

  Schneider Emelia Sinner 1888-1967  

p6 117 Schneider Ezra 1892-1959  

p5  Schnieder Herman 1905-1982  

p6 109 Schultz Nina Richert 1900-1958  

p6 119 Schulz Anna Nachtigal 1874-1964  

p6 112 Siemens Eddie 1903-1997  

p3 52 Siemens Erdman 1903-1997  

p5 98 Siemens Jacob 1900-1988  

p2 42 Siemens Jacob 1900-1988  

p2 35 Siemens Jake 1900-1988Â   

p12 82 Siemens Margaret Giannopulos 1901-1996  

p3 53 Siemens Peter 1899-1989  

p2 34 Siemens Matilda Ebel 1902-1989  

p2 36 Sinner Peter 1852-1942  

p10 39 Sinner Solomon 1887-1969  

p1 11 Spady Carl 1864-1951  

p5  Spady Carl 1864-1951  

p8 161 Steinborn William 1851-1932  

p12 83 Steinborn William 1851-1932  

  Strauss Gottlieb 1865-1940  

p2 27 Strauss David 1871-1941  

p12 71 Strauss Elizabeth 1907-1995  

p6 104 Strauss Elmer 1911-1934  

p11 49 Strauss Eva Buller 1907-1948  

p12 78 Strauss Isaac 1902-1989  

p11 50 Strauss Sarah Loewen 1878-1957  

p6 106 Stucky Carrie Voth 1885-1970  

p6 105 Suckut Emma Mayer 1890-1974  

p5  Suckut Ethel and MabelÂ   

p7 137 Suckut William 1888-1968  

  Thom John 1893-1946  

  Thomas Cornelius 1889-1937  

  Thomas Cornelius C J 1889-1937  

p9 1 Thomas Jacob 1865-1952  

p4 88 Thomas Lydia Mayer 1896-1990  

p5  Tisch Amelia b1903  

p8 165 Tisch Emily b1902  

p5  Tisch Flora Schwartz 1899-1996  

p11 48 Tisch Gustav 1894-1966  

p5  Toews Abraham 1859-1943  

p5  Toews Abraham D 1883-1967  

p1 22 Toews Anna 1895-1989  

  Toews Anna Marietta Wall 1895-1989  

p8 154 Toews Anna Wall 1876-1974  

  Toews Elisabeth 1898-1992  

  Toews Elisabeth Duerksen 1898-1992  

p1 13 Toews Jacob 1900-1983  

p11 56 Toews Mary Voth 1902-1995  

p3 46 Trubey Clarence 1895-1979  

p5  Unruh Anna Isaac 1843-1928  

  Unruh Anna Isaac 1843-1928  

p2 25 Unruh Bertha Dirksen 1905-1996  

p9 3 Voelker Sophia Fuchs(Fox) 1856-1942  

  Voth Aganetta Thomas 1888-1962  

p7 129 Voth Aganetta Thomas 1888-1962  

p4 89 Voth Anna 1894-1947  

p9 2 Voth Anna Buller 1844-1915  

p4 85 Voth Bertha Loewen 1896-1979  

p1 9 Voth Daniel D 1864-1935  

p8 157 Voth Daniel1896-1963  

p4 81 Voth Elisabeth Kimberlin 1888-1969  

p6 102 Voth Elisabeth Trubey 1892-1985  

p4 83 Voth Esther 1909-2008  
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