
 

             
              

          
           

                
               

             
           

              
            

             
                

                 
         

 

           
 
 

             
              

           
           

               
              

              
          

              
           

             
               

                
          

             
              

           
        

 
             
              
           

 
             

           
           

 
           

             
               

                
       

 
                

    

    

SCAN 14-2)
Year 1932

On the 6th of December at 7 O’clock in the evening the church committee 
had gathered in order to take on a few church matters. Br Buller was chair, 
Elder John Isaak asked the Lord …(?) for enlightenment and wisdom. At 
first the allotment of the prayer reading.

After many matters had been discussed it was decided to name a few of 
these and bring them in front of the church with the warning that here in 
these points we are truly in danger of denying the church.

These things are: The use of tobacco. To go to the theatre (picture shows), 
to honor the Sabbath, (for example with trucking), to keep company with 
society of the world, and of the use of strong drink.

            
              
                

                 
     

    

    

        

  
  

 

 

  
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

    

    

    

    

       
         

        
         

           
           

         

    

    

      
       

      
        

         
         

         
         

      
    

       
   

The church committee wishes that if someone 
acts in these points, that person should make it 
known publicly. What privilege do we not have 
to now correct our faults rather than to wait 
until it is forever too late if we don’t live here 
in such a way that we persist in the church, how 
shall we one day persist in front of God’s
judgment. Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert.

John and Alice Kiehnhoff Isaac

     
     

 John's brother George Isaac patented 
and manufactured tin shears in Shafter
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Church Committee Meeting the 13 Dec(?)

The church Committee met because of C. C. Neufeld. It had turned

out that he had used tobacco, and after good negotiations it was decided 

that he should resign from the office of missions director. But he admitted 

that it was not right and said he wanted to quit, and it was also said that 

nobody wanted to push him away, but wanted to pray for him and he should 

continue in the church as always.
J. J. Dirksen, secretary

  
       
       

Ezra Schneider   

J. J. Voth 

David Buller 

John Voth

  J. J. Duerksen

J J Voth

 

  
       
       

SCAN 09-1)

                         Dec 17 1932
Members of the nominations committee as follows. 
Chairmen John Spreck (?) Sister David(?) Rueb

Sister K. Heinrichs

Sister Jakob Hery(?)

John Voth

   Adelia 'Delia' Winter 1904-1998
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SCAN 17)

          
               

         
  

Yearly report ends on the 31st of Dec. 1932

          
               

         
  

            
            

          
          

          
            

          
          

          
          
          

           
        

    

In the previous reports the Shafter German church was founded 
on the 1st of Jan. in 1915 with 15 members, thus 17 years ago; it 
now counts 220 members. In past times it sometimes counted
even more members.

After the election of the new officers was taken care of, after 
the 2nd of Jan. the annual business meeting took place; this is 
always an unpleasant meeting, for there the scripts(?) were read 
which showed(?) what had been done during the year in the
church.

All church matters were seriously looked at by the committee 
and then presented to the church. The Lord’s Supper was held 4 
times.

There was no lack of serious meetings. Besides Br Brueckel/ 
Braeckel(?) we were still visited by 24 other workers. The 
prayer meeting on Wednesday evening was most of the time 
held; souls who were discouraged were worked with. 3 were 
added to the church through baptism, and 5 were admitted 
through letter, 7 through letters of the church and two of 
those were taken by the cold hand of death.

Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert.
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SCAN_15-1

Elizabeth Epp.2. Secretary 
Missions Club

Officers of the church for 1933

1. Elder P. J. Buller Youth club

2. Elder John Voth  Chair Irene Neumann
2. Assistant Rueben Heinrich

1. Deacon C. C. Duerksen 1.Sister Esther Ratzloff
2. Deacon Wm. Sucket
3. Deacon David Rueb Song teacher C. P. Trubey

4. Deacon J. D. Ratzlaff. Pianist Alice Duerksen 
1 Ushers Willard Neumann

        
2. Deacon Sister Jacob Berg Pianist for S. S. (Sabbath School) H. Voth

3. Deacon Sister Wm Sucket Pianist for general …(Irene Neuman?)

4. Deacon Sister Wm Neumann Song teacher for S. S.
S.S. officers Wilmer Buller.

1. chair Carl Heinrich Tabea(? Dorcas) club
2. chair Simon Dirksen Leader Br. A. E. Buller.

1. Secretary Rachel Dirksen

  
    

    
  

2. assistant Sister John Voth 
Home Missionary Secretary

1. Secretary Sister David Strauss

1. Chair Jacob Berg

2. "(?) Elmer Isaac

    
     
    

  

 

---- >

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Deacon Sister John Isaac      2 Ushers Theo Voth

--- >

------ >

          
  

    
  

    

   

    

    
   

    
  

   
   

    
  

    
  

   
  
 

        
  
    

  

    
 

    
  

    
  

    
 

Sister John Isaac is 
Alice Kiehnhoff
1870-1957

 Sister Jacob Baerg is
Katie Peters 1883-1965

Sister Wm Sucket is
Lizzie ' Leiske 1890-1970

Sister David Strauss is 
Sarah Loewen
1878-1957

Sister John Voth is 
Ida Fast 1882-1951

Mrs. John Epp is 
Katie Friesen
1897-1939

  
    

    
  

  
    

     
  

    
  

    
   Little Katie with father 

Jacob Dirksen about
1902

J. F. Richert
Primary Dept. Mrs. John Epp
  Sihr(?) Sr. John Schapansky.
Kindergarden. Elizabeth Epp

--- >
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1. P J Buller

2. John Voth

3. C C Duerksen

4. Wm Sucket -->

5. David Rueb

6. J H Ratzlaff

7. Jacob Thomas

8. Jacob Berg

9. J F Richert 

10 Carl Heinrich

11. C A Trubey

12. J J Dirksen

13. Sister John Isaac

14. Sister Jacob Berg

15. Sister Wm Sucket

16. Sister Wm Neumann

17. Sister Irene Neumann

18. Sister J F Richert

19. Sister A E Buller Matilda Bietz 1899-1978
Wm Suckut 1930

SCAN_15-2)

45

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422629391/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619792/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621800/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430151736726/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163324979/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623287/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422625111/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163070380/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623347/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422617556/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422634469/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422622887/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422638855/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163070497/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430161649404/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422637460/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422611141/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422622543/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163168643/facts






  
     

 
         

            
           

       
         

 
           

           

           
           

   
 

  
 

        

    

 
  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                         
 
 
 
 
        

   

  

  

  

  

 

          

  

 

   

 

 

 

              

   

  

 

  

  

 

SCAN 16-2)

         
             
           

        
         

           
           

            
           

            
            

     

    

     

     

   

  

  

  

  

 

     

    

    

  

 

     

         
             
           

        
         

           
           

            
           

            
            

     

  

  

 

    

  

 

     

  
      
       

       
    
    

On the 12th of Jan. 1933

The church committee met, but because no decisive resolution 
could be made, the committee met again on the 19th of Jan. in 
order to further deal with these points, with serious prayer by 
two brothers the committee was opened. After repeated 
meetings of the church committee and serious consideration of 
the problems, the desire is that the committee came to a 
conclusion that some persons should be led in front of the 
church for a vote. These persons have often had a visit, and 
they have then wished(?) that they no longer wanted to be 
members of the church. We are sorry to have to handle(?) this 
path, and our prayer is always that they might be brought back. 
The names of these persons are:

George Baerg 

John Epp 

Geraldine Richert.

Sister Mrs. J. F. Richert.

Bill (Willy) Weis

Clarence Friesen

David Baerg--> David and Mr. Trubey

Geraldine Richert 1912-1995.
Her father Frank is a brother
to J F and Peter Richert.

Her mother Sarah Dirksen is a 
daughter of Henry and Justina 
Dirksen of New Home, ND.
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D D Voth Junior

   

                      

1. The church committee sees itself obligated to once more put in front 
of the community for negotiation the constant mean talks and actions of 
Br. D. D. Voth*. Letters recently written by him are an example of the 
spirit and bitter hatred towards brothers in the church which for some 
time he has been publicly announcing. The letters also confirm the fact 
that he does not understand and refuses the resolutions of the church 
which concern him and other members, and during voting does not know 
what is being voted, but [thinks] that the church leaders are pushing 
their own, base interests through. The church through their officers 
has already warned and admonished Br. Voth, also, the conference 
committee with many(?) brothers has tried to move him to deeper 
insight and to work together with the community, but he has constantly 
rejected this with hard words, and raised his own judgement above the 
judgement of the brothers and the community and displays only greater

            

*We do not know which of these two men is described here. -md

         
D D Voth Senior D D Voth Junior

SCAN 21-1)

                  The church committee got together in the evening
 of March 9, 1933 for deliberations, after the meeting was opened by 
prayer. The committee went on to discussion of a few business matters, 
and then the following matters were taken on.

(continued)
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SCAN 21-2)(continued)

determination to persist in his way of behavior. In consideration of 
these circumstances and facts and others more which could still be
mentioned, the committee recommends that the community come to a 
definite decision to exclude him, which was concluded by a clear and, for 
the church satisfactory and understandable hearing.

2. It was mentioned again that several church members are going to 
shows again and some even to dances; the hopeful wish was felt by all 
that the upcoming meetings, which Br. Mc.Guire will hold here, will meet 
the disappointed goals, and that all will be helped, and that the Godly 
life in the church will be raised and will steadily increase. Further, the 
committee was in agreement, that such members who persist in
transgressions, shall be dealt with decisively.

     
    

              
                

                 
             
           

    

This portrait was made in Jamestown, ND when the youngest sibling Abraham Adam received 
a "Ministerial License" on June 1, 1919.  The oldest sibling Heinrich (Henry) had already died 

in the flu pandemic of 1918, but the photographer pasted his picture in the space they 
intentionally left for him. Left to right they are: Katie Dirksen Unruh (1878-1934) Lizzie 

Dirksen Loewen (1876-1945) Abraham Adam (1883 -1960) Henry (1870-1918)  
Mary Dirksen Hiebert (1874-1928) and Sarah Dirksen Richert (1881-1953).

The committee was concluded with prayer.
 Mrs. J. F. Richert
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         *these eleven words are also attached to the page labeled SCAN_20-1. -md
judge and vote in accordance with the rules of the Lord.*

   

   

  

  

    

    

          
    

 Church committee
 On the 18th of March 3 o’clock in the afternoon 1933 the 
church committee met in order to appoint the renewal
committee. Elder Buller opened the meeting and Br John Isaak 
led in prayer. First, 21 names written on the blackboard and of 
these 7 were pointed out, which should serve as the renewal
committee. The names area as followed:

     

 

  

     

   

   

  

2. Br. Peter Gaede(?)

   

 

  

   

  

   

    

   

  

3. ” Carl Heinrichs

5. Br. Isaak Heinrichs

    

7. Br. Gustaph Fisch/Tisch(?)

6. Sister Schapansky

    as chair: 1.   Elder John Isaak

This report was accepted by  
the church as read out loud.

   
     

4. Sister Peter Wall(?)
Anna Toews 1876-1974

  Kate Dirksen 1900-1998

Peter, Harriet and Anna Toews Wall

Mrs. J. F. Richert

     
   

      
  Sister Schapansky is Kate Dirksen 1900-1974 

seated here with her father Jacob and step-
mother Tillie, and her fifth child Laura. It's 
about 1916 in Winkler, Canada where Kate 
boards with relatives. Jacob's father has died 
and he is taking Tillie and her children back 
to New Home. Kate stays and marries John 
Shapansky in the summer of 1919. In 1922 
the Shapanskys with two new children enter 
America at Vancouver. They will go to 
California where Jacob and Tille are in Kern 
County. All will soon be in Shafter. -md

SCAN_20-2
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SCAN 22-1)

       
           

        
    

(I do not know which man this is;
Daniel D Voth 1864-1935 or his son, Daniel D Voth 1885-1956. -md)

Letter to Br. D. D. Voth after he 
was excluded from the church. March 18, 1933

 Shafter Calif
          
            

             
              

           
             

         
             

             
           

           
         

          
            

         
          

 

        

        

Dear Br Voth, We have just come home from the community
hour, and you know what was to occur there this evening. We
are truly sorry that things are this way; with the help of God
we will think of you in front of the throne of grace, and we
hope that in the near future we may again walk together in
unity. Br. Voth, it is all of our desire that your soul may be
awakened, but you know, that when we don’t love the
brothers, 1 Joh 3, 15, then we are not ready for the Kingdom
of Heaven. So, let us seek the Lord in solemn prayer as never
before, because the time of grace(?) is urgent. I will write
you a short summary of how the matter has been handled
tonight by the community. Everything was laid out clear and
apparent, the letter exchange which you had with Br Isaak
was read out loud, there also were many siblings present … (?) 
children were all three(?) there.* After the community was
clearly informed and convinced, and each one had been given
the opportunity              *Translator’s note:This sentence is not clear to me. -gd(continued)
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