
Shafter German Church Photo 1930 
A large higher resolution copy of this photo is attached to all 61 known members in 
ancestry.com. The 1915 to 1936 German Church membership books are also there. 

 
Many of these are descended from the 1870s immigrants who came with, or followed, 
Daniel Unruh (1820-1893) and his group  from Bruderfeld, Crimea. They were the first 
Russian Mennonites to settle in Dakota Territory.  They began to arrive in 1874 then 
formed the Brothersfield Mennonite Brethren congregation in 1876. Within six years 
over half went to the Adventists who, within another ten years all left for North Dakota  
where, starting about 1900, they settled in New Home, near Woodworth.  
 
By 1920 most of the 1st generation had died. Their children began to migrate into 
Canada and Oklahoma, but most came to California and settled near Shafter. 
 
Sixty-one of the descendants in the above photo have been identified. I hope these 
pages will prompt others to help identify even more. 



 
 

 
 

   William Suckut 1888-1968

Peter J Buller 1873-1954

     Looks like Sam Lorenz 1889-1979

Louis Heinrichs 1917-2010

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430151736726/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422629391/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422632072/facts?_phtarg=qjx683
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422624672/facts


 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
     

Heinrich J Heinrichs
 1867-1943

   
  

Dave and Rachel Nightengale 
(Nachtigal?-who are they?)











https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422626620/facts


 
 

 

   

   

Gustav Tisch 1894-1966 

Who is she?

  1919-2005

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422614847/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163288380/facts


 

 

     Raymond Epp 1920-2007
Fred Heinrichs b.1919

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163284590/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422624473/facts


 

 
 

C Ebel (who is he?)

1867-1943

Justina Fast Heinrichs 1872-1945

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422612036/facts


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422626620/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621086/facts


 

 

1919-2005

1894-1966
1886-1969
1921-2004

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163288380/facts


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422614847/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621800/facts


https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422628355/facts


 
 

 
 

1921-2012



https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163291251/facts


 

 

1917-2009

1917-2012
1920-2005

               Is this a woman? Who is he/she?







https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163292824/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422632050/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163300618/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422617196/facts




 
 

 
 

1865-1952

1892-1959

1915-2008

1905-1990
1914-1998

1898-1988
1882-1951

1864-1935

1869-1949
Hulda ? 1912-2001

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422625111/facts
1892-1959
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619582/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422610972/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422630218/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422626330/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422629833/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619791/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619792/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422612069/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163266528/facts


 
 

 

Is this a woman? Who is he/she?

Dirksen 1912-1973

1885-1963

1884-1960
1918-2012

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422617196/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422617196/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621109/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422612286/facts


 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623350/facts


 
 

 

1869-1949

1884-1960
1918-2012

1881-1953

1910-1998
1898-1990
1887-1956
1880-1964

1913-1993

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619792/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621109/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422612286/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422622543/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623349/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422617556/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422621989/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422632149/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422632074/facts


 

 

1912-1987

XXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXX
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        164. Harry Ratzlaff 1907-1979

159. ________________

158. ________________

157. ________________







https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623293/facts


 
 

 
End 

Jacob F ‘Jake’ Richert 1884-1980
Peter T Wall 1888-1981

Harry Ratzlaff 1907-1979
Rudy Nightengale 1917-2006

David B Baerg 1915-2001

Albert Baerg 1909-2005 

Clarence Trubey 1895-1975

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623347/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422619211/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422623293/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/430163320855/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422630995/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422615675/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/52881559/person/13422634469/facts

